
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In a new partnership, Kindergarten 

students will learn about and 

participate in recycling efforts with 

the Detroit based non-profit, Arts & 

Scraps. This organization annually 

recycles 28 tons of material to help 

275,000 children think, create and 

learn, while providing activities and 

lessons that are STEAM aligned. 
 

For the 5th straight year, 1st graders 

will participate in a Talking Zoo. 

Children research their favorite 

animal and then present their animal 

to parents who attend the zoo.  

Students also make homemade dog 

biscuits and help make pet fleece 

blankets to sell at the zoo.  Money 

benefits the Michigan Animal Rescue 
League. 
 
 For the 5th straight year, 2nd graders 

will make soup bowls in art class to 

raise money for the Capuchin Soup 

Kitchen.  Every year over $1,000 has 

been raised during West Maple’s 

Empty Bowls Soup Supper.  The 

West Maple staff also makes bowls 

that are auctioned off and provide 

delicious homemade soups to serve. 

The 2nd grade team is hoping to create 

a community garden this year as well. 
  
 This year our 3rd graders are hoping 

to learn about and get involved with 

sustainable practices related to the 

economy and environment of the 

Metro-Detroit area. They will partner 

with the Detroit based Michigan 

Urban Farming Initiative, which they 

hope to visit in the spring along with 

a trip to the DNR Outdoor Center. 

 

Our 4th graders are taking full 
ownership of their service learning, 
as they explore social issues and 
learn about experts and 
organizations that deal with those 
issues on a daily basis. Their study 
will culminate in an Expo, in which 
they will share their learning and 
passions with the community.   

This year, our 5th graders will again 
pair up, as pen-pals, with the seniors 
who attend the Brown Center Jewish 
Adult Day Care Program in 
Southfield.  Seniors who attend this 
program are in the early stages of 
dementia and Alzheimer’s.  Another 
Senior Center or Assisted Living 
Center is being sought to ensure 
every student has their own pen-pal. 
Letters will be exchanged, and at 
least one visit will be arranged. 
  
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=arts+and+scraps&view=detailv2&adlt=strict&id=E0317BAB732EA74ECA30B1093A9D4AB70E9D8CB1&selectedIndex=3&ccid=BfmbrTX3&simid=608029755268467511&thid=OIP.M05f99bad35f709c4be79c087bcf4c205o0

