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August 7, 2019 
  
Dear BCS Parents and Guardians,  
 
As we enter August and the end of summer vacation for our students quickly approaches, I am thrilled 
to be among the first to welcome you to the 2019-20 school year!  As I begin my seventh full year 
serving this incredible school community, I find myself more energized than ever to partner with staff, 
students, parents and the greater community to further support our truly one-of-a-kind BCS vision, 
mission/purpose, values and beliefs (see attached). 
 
We enter August with excitement to reconnect to this vision and inspire the students we serve “to lead 
in the global community through a passion for learning, innovating, and inquiry & design.”  As we 
continue to nurture creativity through the design thinking model, we look forward to connecting with 
this year’s theme in big ways – Moral Courage – Rise Up!  “Promoting moral courage and teaching 
student ‘Upstander’ skills and situational awareness emboldens them to speak out, step in, and help 
others.”  This theme comes from Michelle Borba’s 9 Habits of Empathy which have been a continued 
resource for us in supporting our students and each other.  We look forward to focusing on this habit, 
Moral Courage, which aligns well with one of our 3E’s, Each Other. Feel free to re-familiarize yourself 
with these habits.  
 
With Moral Courage in mind, I look forward to renewing our efforts 
together living into the components of our touchstone: our Moral 
Compass.  Let us, also, continue our focus academically through 
inquiry-based learning, leveraging technology purposefully, and 
building global competencies. Our BCS Interdisciplinary Themes for 
2019-20 will help us connect our daily learning across all disciplines.  
These themes are attached to this letter for your reference.  Together, 
we value our 3E’s: Education, Environment and Each Other. 
 
As we continue to prepare for an exciting new school year, Jason and I 
would like to welcome Teresa Strobel to BCS as our new orchestra 
director replacing Lynne Gillespie who retired.  Teresa is a recent 
graduate from Western Michigan University. She received her 
Bachelors in Music Education specializing in Instrumental Music. She is very excited to begin teaching at 
BCS! She enjoys playing viola and violin in various ensembles and pit orchestras and also expanding her 
orchestral conducting experience by attending various workshops. When not playing viola, she enjoys 
trying new foods, hiking, traveling, and reading a good book.  Please welcome Teresa to BCS when you 
see her! 
 
We look forward to seeing you at our Welcome Back to School Days on August 14 or August 21.  Please 
use the enclosed “Welcome Back to School Guide” to assist you through these opportunities. 

https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/790/2013_BCS_Vision-Mission-Values-Beliefs.pdf
https://learnleadlove.files.wordpress.com/2016/01/design_thinking.jpg?w=625
http://micheleborba.com/9-habits-of-empathetic-children/
http://micheleborba.com/9-habits-of-empathetic-children/
http://www.bcsonline.info/Documents/2014_moral_compass_bcsposter.pdf
http://www.bcsonline.info/Documents/2014_moral_compass_bcsposter.pdf
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/1876/BCS_Interdisciplinary_Themes_Cycle_1.pdf


  

 
Whether you are a returning family or a new family to BCS, I know that you too will find that BCS is a 
Great Place to Be as we embrace our theme!  I look forward to serving this great community leaning 
into our theme of Moral Courage.  Join me this year in leading with this habit of empathy; take it from 
these three historic individuals who speak to Moral Courage, quoted below… 

 “Without courage, you cannot practice any other virtue. You have to have courage - courage of 
different kinds: first, intellectual courage, to sort out different values and make up your mind 
about which is the one which is right for you to follow. You have to have moral courage to stick 
up to that - no matter what comes in your way, no matter what the obstacle and the opposition 
is.” – Indira Gandhi 

 “When I dare to be powerful - to use my strength in the service of my vision, then it becomes less 
and less important whether I am afraid.” – Audre Lorde 

 “When will our consciences grow so tender that we will act to prevent human misery rather than 
avenge it?” – Eleanor Roosevelt 

 
Let’s make it a year together where we all find the courage to be others focused and lead, learn, model, 
serve and partner with empathy and moral courage!   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mark Morawski 
 
P.S.  Stay up-to-date with our website (http://bcsonline.info) and BCS Calendar and be sure to review 
the district calendar as well.  

http://bcsonline.info/
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/Page/26#calendar16/20190802/month
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/792/BPS%202019-2020%20Calendar.pdf


 

 

  

Vision, Mission, Values and Beliefs 
 

Vision Statement 
BCS inspires students to lead in the global community through a passion for learning, innovating, and inquiry 
& design. 
 

We commit to: 

 educate the whole child, supporting the needs of all learners. 

 foster and nurture a learning community of character valuing integrity, diversity and 
acceptance. 

 prepare students, through original and authentic learning experiences, to create solutions 
meeting the challenges of tomorrow on a global scale. 

 adapt purposefully by efficiently utilizing the resources around us to ensure academic 
excellence in our evolving world. 

 
Mission/Purpose Statement 
BCS is a dynamic and collaborative learning community. We cultivate an engaging environment that 
embraces all students and empowers them to pose questions, integrate resources, synthesize, evaluate and 
apply their knowledge to positively influence our diverse and ever-changing world. 

 
Value & Belief Statements 
In our Community of Learners, we value and believe.... 

 people learn best in an atmosphere of curiosity, high 
expectations, collaboration and diversity. 

 innovation and application enhance the process of learning. 

 people need to be significantly challenged beyond their current 
academic levels of performance. 

 opportunities for community leadership and service are an 
integral part of learning. 

 people learn most effectively when they pose questions, 
integrate knowledge, and apply what they have learned to the 
world around them. 

 each person has intrinsic dignity and worth and deserves to be 
treated with respect. 

 family support and involvement are essential to academic 
success. 

 each person deserves to learn and work within a safe and 
accepting environment. 

 thoughtful and responsible risk-taking is expected.  

 each of us has responsibilities and rights as a member of a global society. 

 all people can become self-directed and responsible learners. 

 mistakes are an integral part of the learning process. 

 fostering positive relationships among each of us is essential. 
 
 



  

 

BCS Interdisciplinary Themes – 2019-2020 
 

Integrated learning is a critical element in all classrooms at BCS.  The ability to understand big themes common to 
human experience, past and present, provides students with the framework for thinking about themselves and 
their world.  The themes and essential questions for this year have been carefully chosen by the staff to connect 
and to link all curriculum areas. 

 
 

3-4 SYSTEMS 
 

 What is a system? 

 What systems are you a part of and what systems are a part of you? 

 What makes a system break down? 
Challenge:  How can systems change and adapt? 

 
 

5-6 INDEPENDENCE 
 
 
 

 What forces in society, and the world, encourage independence? 

 What forces operate against it, undermine it? 

 Is anything ever truly independent? 

 How is the concept and understanding of independence used to improve 
our world?  Has it been used to harm the earth? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
7-8 INDIVIDUALITY 
 

 What does an individual mean in one’s own life?  How does one express 
individuality and also participate with groups and in activities? 

 How much does one have the right to be an individual and express one’s 
individuality?  How much does one have the responsibility to accept 
societal rules and norms? 

 How have past cultures valued the individual?  How do we value the 
individual in today’s multicultural society? 

 


