
2017-2018 BCS 3/4 Team Summer Packet 

 



Dear Third and Fourth Graders,  
 
As the 2016-2017 school year comes to an end, the 3/4 teachers would like to wish you all a 
safe and happy summer.  We would also like to see you exercise your brain, while enjoying fun 
in the sun.  This Summer Packet will enrich your vacation and help you to prepare for your 
upcoming classes this fall.  
 

This year we are super excited to introduce our first summer community read! 
Thanks to our wonderful BCS PTSA, every family, every student, 
every member of staff at BCS will be reading Save Me A Seat by 
Sarah Weeks and Gita Varadarajan. 
 
Joe and Ravi mighǘ ōŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
both stuck in the same place: SCHOOL. 
WƻŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƻǿƴ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛƴŜ 
until his best friends moved away and left him on his own. 
 
wŀǾƛΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŦǊƻƳ LƴŘƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ 
it pretty hard to figure out where he fits in. WƻŜ ŀƴŘ wŀǾƛ ŘƻƴΩǘς 
think they have anything in common ς but soon enough they 
have a common enemy (the biggest bully in their class) and a 
common mission: to take control of their lives over the course of 
a single crazy week! 

 
We invite you to explore and celebrate this book with your family this summer. Read it aloud to 
each other on a long car journey or while relaxing by the pool. All of the activities in this 
summer packet will in some way be connected to this book. We want to keep your brain well 
exercised as you explore characters and themes, but more importantly, we want you to have 
fun!  
 
Please read the directions very carefully and be prepared to present your final products when 
we return in the fall.  However, do not bring your projects on the first day of school.  Bring only 
your writing tools and your school supplies.  During the first week back, you will receive 
instructions from your teachers regarding turning in your Summer Packet Work. 
 
This packet includes four required activities: a family read activity, an independent reading log 
and a math activity. There are also optional assignments for those of you with extra time on 
your hands this summer. Details of these assignments are given in the following pages. 
 
Please read the directions carefully and we look forward to seeing you in the fall refreshed and 
ready to learn! 

 
 



Family Read Activity (Required) 

We will all be taking a journey through the same book 
together this summer. We want you to STOP and notice 
the sign posts in the book. 
²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀǊΣ ȅƻǳ notice the signs and 
respond accordingly. LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ 
ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎΣ ƻǊ άǎƛƎƴǎΣέ ōŜŎƻme recognizable, and 
as readers we respond. 
In reading, ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ άsignpostsΦέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ 
places you recognize as important and where you stop, 
notice, and respond accordingly. 
Here are some conversation starters that you can use as 
you journey through the book. During dinner, or 
whenever you find the time to discuss the book together 

as a family, share any sign posts you may have noticed. The story might not have every sign 
post. We invite you to reflect upon the book and share your thinking with each other.  

  

  

  



Independent Reading (Required) 
A book is a dream that you hold in your hand. 

ςNeil Gaiman 
We want you to develop of love of reading and throughout your time on the 3/4 team we 
encourage you to Read! Read! Read! Summer is a great time to snuggle up with a good book 
and we encourage you to read as many books as you can. Every time you finish a book record it 
on this Google Form https://goo.gl/forms/gCUrrbFjJYVk765Z2 
You can find suggestions for books to read on our very own BCS Playlist , created by our very 
own 3-8 students here https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/Page/4299 
 
Our theme for the next school year is Systems. 
 What is a system? How is a family a system? What role does each member of your family play 
in the system? Think about what that means to be a part of a family system, a school system 
and a global system. 
As you read this summer, think about how the characters are members of different systems 
too. 
 

Math (Required) 
In Save Me a Seat Ravi has a very interesting method of doing math which he learned at his 
school in India. He tries to teach the other students how to do it. We want you to become a 
student teacher like Ravi. 
Your task is to make your own home made game that will help other students to master their 
basic facts. We have a rigorous math curriculum at BCS and on the3/4 team we expect you to 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ŦŀŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΣ ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ƭƻƴƎΗ {ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ C¦bΗΗ 
You do not have to go and buy any complicated materials, you can reuse things that are already 
laying around your house. Your game can be about addition, subtraction, multiplication or 
division facts or all four operations! Which type of facts do you need to work on? Maybe start 
with those.  
You will be required to bring you game to school in the first week back in September so make it 
durable, make it colorful and make it FUN!! 
 

 
 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/gCUrrbFjJYVk765Z2
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/Page/4299

