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Dear Seventh and Eighth Graders,  
 
As the 2017-2018 school year comes to an end, the 7/8 teachers would like to wish you all a safe and happy 
summer.  We would also like to see you exercise your brain, while enjoying fun in the sun.  This Summer Packet 
will enrich your vacation and help you to prepare for your upcoming classes this fall.  
 
This packet includes the following required activities:  

☐ Community Read  

☐ Language Arts Independent Reading 

☐ Math  

☐ Community Service 

☐ Goal Setting 
 
There are also optional assignments for those of you with extra time on your hands this summer. Details and 
directions for all of these assignments can be found within this packet. 
 
Please read the directions for each activity very carefully and be prepared to present your assignment when we 
return in the fall.  However, do not bring your summer packet work on the first day of school.  During the first 
week back, you will receive instructions from your teachers regarding turning in your Summer Packet work. 
 

Community Read 
Thanks to our wonderful BCS PTSA, every family, every student, every member of staff 
at BCS will be reading The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate. 
 
The book celebrates the transformative power of unexpected friendships. Inspired by 
the true story of a captive gorilla known as Ivan, this illustrated novel is told from the 
point of view of Ivan himself. 
 
Having spent 27 years behind the glass walls of his enclosure in a shopping mall, Ivan 
has grown accustomed to humans watching him. He hardly ever thinks about his life 
in the jungle. Instead, Ivan occupies himself with television, his friends Stella and Bob, 
and painting. But when he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from the wild, he is 
forced to see their home, and his art, through new eyes. 

 
We invite you to explore and celebrate this book with your family this summer. Read it aloud to each other on a 
long car journey or while relaxing by the pool. We want to keep your brain well exercised as you explore 
characters and themes, but more importantly, we want you to have fun!  

 
 
 
 
 



ILD Community Read Activity (Required) 

We will all be taking a journey through the same book together this summer. We want you to STOP and notice 
the signposts in the book. 
 
When you are driving in a car, you notice the signs and respond accordingly. It is the same with reading- common 
patterns, or “signs,” become recognizable, and as readers, we respond. In reading, we call these signs 
“signposts.” These are places you recognize as important and where you stop, notice, and respond accordingly. 
 
Here are some conversation prompts that you can use as you journey through the book. During dinner or 
whenever you find the time, discuss the book together as a family and share any sign posts you may have 
noticed. The story might not have every sign post. We invite you to reflect upon the book and share your 
thinking with each other. These conversations will help to prepare you for an ILD assignment when you return in 
the fall. 
 
 

  

  

  

 
 



Language Arts Independent Reading (Required) 
A book is a dream that you hold in your hand. 

–Neil Gaiman 
We want you to develop a love of reading, and throughout your time on the 7/8 team, we encourage you to Read! 
Read! Read! Summer is a great time to snuggle up with a good book and we encourage you to read as many books 
as you can.  
 
Google Form 
Every time you finish a book, record it on this Google Form:  
https://goo.gl/forms/6f8qtN2rJt8xNN8J2 
 
What Are Other People Reading? 
To see what other people are reading on the 7/8 team and to get ideas for a good book, check out all of the form 
responses here: 
https://goo.gl/EBAAsy 

 
We look forward to reading your responses and how you rate the books you read. We want to celebrate your 
summer reading when you return to school in the fall so be ready to share which book was your favorite and 
why. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://goo.gl/forms/6f8qtN2rJt8xNN8J
https://goo.gl/EBAAsy


Math (Required) 

Create a Math Game  

Objective: You will create a math game that relates to one math concept you learned on the 5/6 team. The 

game should be geared toward those grade levels. Upon completion of this project, you will have a chance to 

field test some of your classmate's games. Game types could be, but not limited to: 

 Card game 

 Board game 

 Jeopardy game 
 Dice game 

 Domino game 

 Bingo game 

Game Concept and Topic: Your game should be a game that reinforces a concept you learned on the 5/6 

team. The game should carry that math concept throughout the length of play. It should help the players 

develop a better understanding of that concept and give them enough confidence to feel they have mastered 

the skill taught by the end of the game. Pick a topic from the list below.  

5th Grade Topics 6th Grade Topics 

Whole Number Place Value Numerical Expressions or Algebraic Expressions 

Decimal Place Value Expressions with Exponents 

Rounding Whole Numbers and Decimals Properties of Identity, Commutative, Associative, or 

Distributive 

Adding and Subtracting Decimals Balancing Equations 

Multiplying by 2-Digit by 2-Digit Numbers Solving Multiplication, Division, Subtraction, or 

Addition Equations 

Dividing by 2-Digit Numbers Using Two Variables to Represent a Relationship 

Multiplying a Decimal with a Decimal Multiplying Fractions and Mixed Numbers 

Dividing a Whole Number by a Decimal Dividing Fractions , Whole Numbers, and Mixed 

Numbers 

Dividing a Decimal by a Decimal Adding, Subtracting, Multiplying, and Dividing 

Decimals 

Multiply or Divide Decimals by 10, 100, or 1,000 Comparing and Ordering Decimals and Fractions 

Order of Operations Integers and the Number Line 

Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication and Division of 

Expressions 

Comparing and Ordering Integers 

Pdtterns: Extending Tables Absolute Value 

Adding and Subtracting Fractions Integers and the Coordinate Plane 



Name: Give your game a fun and creative name. 

Theme: Create a theme for your game. Be creative and carry your theme throughout the 

entire game and packaging. It should attract 5th or 6th Grade school students. They 

should want to play your game. 

Ex: Sponge Bob Monopoly. Sponge Bob, his environment, and all his friends are seen 

throughout the game. 

Game Directions: Clear, step by step, instructions on how to play the game. Think about your 

science fair project procedures. They should be similar to that. 

1. number of players 

2. materials needed 

3. goal of the game - the objective of the game 

4. step by step instructions INCLUDING how a player or team wins 

5. answer key 

Game pieces: Choose or create your pieces to match your theme. 

Packaging: Create the packaging for your game. It should be able to fit on a game shelf and 

be attractive. (Large posters boards will not fit on a shelf.) You should make the game 

compactable such as a Trivial Pursuit board (foldable). The game MUST be in a box, envelope, 

or file folder. 

Appearance: Your project should be attractive, neat, preferably typed, easy to read, and 

colorful to make a student want to pick your game above any other game on the shelf. 

 

Print out the project rubric here . 

Grade your project using the rubric, put your rubric, with your name on it, inside your game packaging. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CbNcOuOWyvwdgYijOyxlv3OfmKV2AI2Obropkfajtog/edit?usp=sharing


Community Service (Required) 
EMPATHY HABIT 9 

Compassionate change making and altruistic leadership abilities motivate 
children to make a difference for others, no matter how small it may be. 

 
Our final empathy habit of the year focuses on helping children to make a difference. 
“Children who see altruism as part of who they are and how they live their lives are more 
likely to become change makers,” claims Michele Borba, author of Unselfie, Why 
Empathetic Kids Succeed in Our All About Me World (Great summer read for parents). This 
summer we ask that you provide your children with opportunities to practice this habit 
through community service. 
 
Community service is work done by a person or group of people that benefits others. 
Community service can be done near the area where you live, so your own community 
reaps the benefits of your efforts. That means your community service can be done within 
your own neighborhood or even in your own house. The time you devote to your 
community service is up to you. Before you decide upon your community service this 
summer, think about what is important to you as an individual. What are your passions?  

 
The 7/8 interdisciplinary theme for the 2018 - 2019 school 
year is diversity. There are many diverse needs in our 
community so try to choose a community service project that 
is close to your heart. You can provide a service to your family, 
your neighbors, local children in need, senior citizens, people 
with disabilities, English language learners, and more. Your 
passions may drive you towards helping animals, such as 
those at a shelter, or you may feel compelled to improve 
places, such as a local park, historic building, or scenic area as 
well. You can even recycle to support our local veterans and 
our friends in Zambia (Project Cope) at the same time. 
Encourage your family, friends and neighbors to clean out 
their closets this summer and donate to the Disabled 
American Veterans Bin located in the BCS parking lot. 
 

However you choose to serve your community, you should discover things about your own 
character. You may even meet people who view the world very differently than you do. We 
hope that while you are doing your community service, you will gain a new understanding 
of yourself and an appreciation of our diverse community and the good fortune you have 
living in the Birmingham Schools’ community. 
 
 
 



Assignment: After you complete your community service project, you will put together a 
visual representation that documents your activities. Please include pictures of your 
community service project if possible. Share how this experience has strengthened your 
character and explain how your community service project represents who you are as an 
individual. You may choose one of the following visual representations, or you may come 
up with something original! You will share your projects with the students in your academic 
lab class. Your teachers will inform you of the dates for the presentations. 
 
 

Examples of Visual Representations: 
 Scrapbook                            Photo essay                      Movie  
 Infomercial                               Webpage                              Journal                 
 Poster Journey                        Infographic                            Other               
   

 
 
Note: You may work with a partner or alone. If you choose to work with a partner, you 
should both have a visual representation. You may use the same visual or have two copies of 
it. Examples of some of the places where you can do community service activities are 
located here. You might also ask a former BCS student or your friends, parents and 
neighbors for suggestions. Many people need extra help during the summer and throughout 
the entire year. 
“Let no one ever come to you without leaving happier and better.”   ----Mother Teresa 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Goal Setting (Required) 
 
Research shows that good goals have certain qualities. 
The acronym MRS should help you remember what they are.  

 Good goals should be Meaningful.    
They should be meaningful to you, not necessarily something other people want for you.  They 
should be something you are passionate about.  What do you think Barack Obama, or “Barry” 
as they used to call him, was passionate about when he was a kid?     

 Your goals should be Realistic.  
 For example, if you want to be a pro soccer player and you’re already twenty-two, and you’ve 
never really played soccer competitively, that might not be a realistic goal.   

 Your goal should also be Stretching.   
Like a rubber band holding papers, your goal should be ‘not too hard’ but ‘not too easy’.  You 
need just the right amount of tension to make it work.   
Drafting Your Goals 
For the 2018 – 2019 school year, you will be required to draft two goals – one academic goal 
and one character goal.  Your ILD teacher will spend some time conferring with you when you 
return to help you bring these goals to their final form.  Bring the drafted goals (on the 
Destination Postcard) with you the first day of school. 
 
Before drafting your academic and character goals on the Destination Postcard  
(see the next page), spend some time reflecting on the following questions: 
Academic Goal 

 What is an academic goal that’s meaningful, realistic, and stretching to you, one you 
want to achieve this year? 

 Think about what success will feel like if you achieve your goal. What will you feel? 

 What differences will you see?  
 
Character Goal 

 What is a character goal that you might want to work on this year? 

 Will it compliment your academic goal? Or will it compliment some other area of your 
life? 

 What differences will you see?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name_______________________________ Parent Signature______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Academic Goal                                                                  
I WILL ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Action Steps 
 
1. ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2._________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3._________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenges: 
What problems might you encounter in reaching you goal? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Strengths and Resources 
What strengths do you have that will help you reach your goal or what do you need to help you reach your goal? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Character Goal                                                                  
I WILL______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Action Steps 
 
1. ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2._________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3._________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenges: 
What problems might you encounter in reaching you goal? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Strengths and Resources 
What strengths do you have that will help you reach your goal or what do you need to help you reach your goal? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 



Favorite Family Summer Memory (Optional) 
 

   
Do you have a FAVORITE summer memory with your family?  Did you go on a trip to a new place?   
Did you cook and share your favorite family recipe? Or just stay home and spend time with your 
family? Check out some activities to do locally this summer and feel free to add to our list: 
https://goo.gl/UA66BL 

 We want to hear all about it!  Fill out this page, including a photo(s) and a detailed summary of 
what you did. These will be hung in classrooms to celebrate a wonderful BCS Summer. 
 
   

 
 

Place Photo(s) Here 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Write about your family memory with lively detail. Consider  using any/all of the five senses in 

your description. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

  

https://goo.gl/UA66BL


Compass Learning (Optional)  
 
To develop your basic Math and ELA skills over the summer work on your 
compass learning every day. You have a “backpack or briefcase” of activities 
tailored to your individual learning needs, determined by your most recent  
NWEA assessment .To get to your account go to the BPS webpage, click on the 
Parent/Students tab and scroll down to student links. Click on the compass 
learning icon. 
 

 
 

User name is the same as computer login and Password is the date of birth. 
Example  
April 5 2005 = 452005 
There is no leading zero. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  PTA National Reflections Program (Optional)  
 

Calling all artists, photographers, dancers, composers, filmmakers and authors! It is time for 
Reflections! This program offers all BCS students the opportunity to create works of art for fun 
and recognition. Reflect on the theme. Create an original work. Be recognized! 
 

Reflect on this year’s theme, “Heroes Around Me” 
 
Create original art in one or more of the categories listed below. 
 

Photography Musical Composition 

Visual Arts Dance Choreography 

Literature Film/Video Production 

 
Enter to win local, state, and national recognition, and prizes!  
  

The 2017-18 BCS PTA Reflection results are in!!!  

 

Submit Entries to the Media Center  
October 1st through November 9th, 2018 

Be sure to follow all entry guidelines and requirements carefully. Student 
names should not appear anywhere on artwork, or the entry will be 

disqualified from judging! 

 

Official Rules 

Entry Form  

Consent Form  

2020-2021 Theme Search  
 
 
See the National PTA Reflections Site for more information. 

Questions? Please email Diana Patterson or Jennifer Spencer 

http://blogs.birmingham.k12.mi.us/bcscommunitynews/files/2018/03/17-18-MI-PTA-Reflections_BCS-1xfnm25.pdf
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/777/18-19%20Summer/2018_Reflections_Official_Rules.pdf
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/777/18-19%20Summer/Reflections_Entry_5.8.18.pdf
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/777/18-19%20Summer/Reflections_ConsentForm.pdf
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/777/18-19%20Summer/Theme%20Search%2018_19.pdf
https://www.pta.org/home/programs/reflections
mailto:d4patter4@sbcglobal.net


7/8 Supply List 
Dear Families, 
We cannot require you to purchase any of the supplies listed below; however we know that children 
in our community often like to purchase their own supplies. If you need financial assistance for any of 
the items listed below, please contact Mr. Morawski at 248-203-4444. Your call will be kept 
confidential. Nan’s Kids will provide the funding for these supplies if needed. 

Language Arts: 
3-ring binder (1 ½ - 2inch) 
College-ruled composition 
notebook 
1 set of pocket dividers 

Engage 
3 ring binder 1-1.5 inch 
Lined Paper 
Pencils/Pens 

Science: 
3 ring binder 2 inch 
Spiral notebook 
Pencils/colored pencils 
Graph Paper 
Encourage the use of own 
personal device such as 
Laptop, Netbook or iPad 

Math: 
Recommended calculators 
Scientific Calculator (TI 34 Explorer Plus for middle school classes (7 , 8, 7/8 ) 
TI 84 Graphing Plus Calculator for high school classes ( Int Math 1 &2) 
If you choose not to purchase the above calculators, you may check on out 
from the school for certain assignments and exams. Damaged or lost 
calculators are subject to replacement fines 

1inch Binder with tabs 
Grid Paper 
3 spiral notebook journals 

Spanish 1: 
 3 ring binder 1-1.5 inch 
5 dividers 
Spiral Notebook 
 

Spanish 2: 
3 ring binder 1-1.5 inch 
5 dividers 
Spiral Notebook 
  

Social Studies: 
Spiral notebook 

 

CoCurricular: 
Please wait for 1st week of school… 

 
 

General Items Needed for ALL classes 

Pens, Pencils 
Supply holder 
White, lined paper-loose 
leaf 
Colored Pencils, Markers 

***Please note:  If you have your own ipad, tablet, laptop, etc., and 
you can be responsible using it, we encourage you to bring it to 
school. 

  

 



 

 

 
 


