
2019-2020 BCS 7/8 Team Summer Packet 
 
Dear Seventh and Eighth Graders,  
 
As the 2018-2019 school year comes to an end, the 7/8 teachers would like to wish you all a 
safe and happy summer.  We would also like to see you exercise your brain while enjoying fun 
in the sun.  This summer packet will enrich your vacation and help you to prepare for your 
upcoming classes this fall.  
 
The 7/8 interdisciplinary theme for the next school year is 
INDIVIDUALITY.  
 What does being an individual mean in one’s own life?  
How can you express individuality as a member of a group 
or a team? 
How do we value individuals in society? 
As you read this summer, do you notice any characters 
demonstrating individuality? Are any of the characters 
struggling to express their individuality?  
Think about what it means to be an individual as a member 
of a family, as a member of a school community and as a 
member of a global community. 
 
July 20th 2019 will be the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 
moon landing. In order to celebrate this stellar moment in 
American history, we have put together activities for all 
grades (3-8) that will help us reflect on this tremendous 
achievement and think about the future of science and 
engineering innovation. 
 
Please read the directions very carefully and be prepared to present your final projects when 
we return in the fall.  However, please do not bring your projects on the first day of 
school.  Bring only your writing tools and your school supplies.  During the first week back, you 
will receive instructions from your teachers regarding turning in your summer packet work. 
 
This packet includes several activities: an independent learning exploration, a STEM activity, a 
service project and a goal setting assignment. There are also optional assignments for those of 
you with extra time on your hands this summer. Details of these assignments are given in the 
following pages. 
 
Please read the directions carefully and we look forward to seeing you in the fall refreshed and 
ready to learn! 

 
  

 



Independent Learning Exploration (Required) 

 
 
Stories can be told in many ways like books, articles, movies, and podcasts to name just a few. 
We have put together fun activities and reading suggestions for you to explore a universe of 
stories this summer. You are required to complete the one activity written inside the star and 
we invite you to complete a minimum of five of the other choices on the bingo board below. 
 Click on the image below to begin exploring your options! Keep a record of the activities as you 
do them and make a Google Slideshow about your Independent Learning Explorations below 
to share with your classmates in the fall. 

 
 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11JXYkQ3blV7QYvoJom45bvZSPxTvdHcNYLw35bEQd2w/edit?usp=sharing


Rocket Investigation 
On July 16, 1969 at 9:32 a.m. at NASA’s Launch Pad 39A, Apollo 11’s five F1 engines on Nasa’s 
Saturn-V AS-506 rocket ignited to slowly lift three Americans and humankind’s dreams aboard 
the historic mission to the Moon. On the 50th anniversary of Apollo 11, the U.S. Space & Rocket 
Center will attempt to break a Guinness World Record by launching 5,000 model rockets 
simultaneously. We thought BCS could join the celebrations by making and launching our own 
rockets! All grades (3-8) are invited to explore rockets this summer so this is something you can 
do as a family. 
There are many different types of rockets that you can build and launch. Explore the different 
types and choose one to create and test. Once you have selected the type you want to build, 
complete the design booklet here: 
 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WKfrPvSF0c1X9R_v8DL_XniGY0m-
FYviPqMKrJWN9BU/edit?usp=sharing 
 

 

Rocket Type Resources to Explore 
Paper Stomp Rockets 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-H9TCyQRnI 
 
https://www.instructables.com/id/Paper-Stomp-Rockets-
Easy-and-Fun/ 
 
 
 

Soda Bottle Water Rocket 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9N4A0QL2uU 
 
https://users.soe.ucsc.edu/~karplus/abe/soda-bottle-
rocket.pdf 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83KA3ZgOi18 
 
 

Sling Shot Straw Rocket 

 

https://www.instructables.com/id/Teach-Engineering-
Slingshot-Rockets/ 
 
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/edu/teach/activity/straw-
rocket/ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gx3OMV_GdXw 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WKfrPvSF0c1X9R_v8DL_XniGY0m-FYviPqMKrJWN9BU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WKfrPvSF0c1X9R_v8DL_XniGY0m-FYviPqMKrJWN9BU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-H9TCyQRnI
https://www.instructables.com/id/Paper-Stomp-Rockets-Easy-and-Fun/
https://www.instructables.com/id/Paper-Stomp-Rockets-Easy-and-Fun/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9N4A0QL2uU
https://users.soe.ucsc.edu/~karplus/abe/soda-bottle-rocket.pdf
https://users.soe.ucsc.edu/~karplus/abe/soda-bottle-rocket.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83KA3ZgOi18
https://www.instructables.com/id/Teach-Engineering-Slingshot-Rockets/
https://www.instructables.com/id/Teach-Engineering-Slingshot-Rockets/
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/edu/teach/activity/straw-rocket/
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/edu/teach/activity/straw-rocket/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gx3OMV_GdXw


Estes Rockets

 
 

https://youtu.be/E6e_Wj-LBXk 
 
https://estesrockets.com/product-category/rockets/beginner/ 

 

 
 

 

Please make sure you get an adult to help you, follow all the safety 
directions, including wearing goggles! Post photos and or videos of 

your rockets on the BCS Facebook page  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/E6e_Wj-LBXk
https://estesrockets.com/product-category/rockets/beginner/


Community Service (Required) 
Community service is work done by a person or group of people that benefits others. 
Community service is often done near the area where you live, so your own community reaps 
the benefits of your efforts. That means your community service can be done within your own 
neighborhood or even in your own house. The time you devote to your community service is up 
to you. Before you decide upon your community service this summer, think about what is 
important to you as an individual. What are your passions?  

 
The 7/8 interdisciplinary theme for the 2019 - 2020 school 
year is individuality. You can express your individuality by 
choosing a community service project that is close to your 
heart. You can provide a service to your family, your 
neighbors, local children in need, senior citizens, people 
with disabilities, English language learners, and more. Your 
passions may drive you towards helping animals, such as 
those at a shelter, or you may feel compelled to improve 
places, such as a local park, historic building, or scenic area 
as well. 
 

However you choose to serve your community, you should discover things about your own 
character. You may even meet people who view the world very differently than you do. We 
hope that while you are doing your community service, you will gain a new understanding of 
yourself and an appreciation of our diverse community and the good fortune you have living in 
the Birmingham Schools’ community. 
 
Assignment: After you complete your community service project, you will put together a visual 
representation that documents your activities. Please include pictures of your community 
service project if possible. Share how this experience has strengthened your character and 
explain how your community service project represents who you are as an individual. You may 
choose one of the following visual representations, or you may come up with something 
original! You will share your projects with the students in your ILD and academic lab class. Your 
teachers will inform you of the dates for the presentations. 
 
Note: You may work with a partner or alone. If you choose to work with a partner, you should 
both have a visual representation. You may use the same visual or have two copies of it.  

 
 
 
 
 

Examples of Visual Representations: 
 Scrapbook                            Photo essay                      Movie  
 Infomercial                               Webpage                              Journal                 
 Poster Journey                        Infographic                            Other               
   



Goal Setting (Required) 
 
Research shows that good goals have certain qualities. 
The acronym MRS should help you remember what they are.  

 Good goals should be Meaningful.    
They should be meaningful to you, not necessarily something other people want for you.  They 
should be something you are passionate about.  What do you think Barack Obama, or “Barry” 
as they used to call him, was passionate about when he was a kid?     

 Your goals should be Realistic.  
 For example, if you want to be a pro soccer player and you’re already twenty-two, and you’ve 
never really played soccer competitively, that might not be a realistic goal.   

 Your goal should also be Stretching.   
Like a rubber band holding papers, your goal should be ‘not too hard’ but ‘not too easy’.  You 
need just the right amount of tension to make it work.   
Drafting Your Goals 
For the 2019 – 2020 school year, you will be required to draft two goals – one academic goal 
and one character goal.  Your ILD teacher will spend some time conferring with you when you 
return to help you bring these goals to their final form.  Bring the drafted goals (on the 
Destination Postcard) with you the first day of school. 
 
Before drafting your academic and character goals on the Destination Postcard  
(see the next page), spend some time reflecting on the following questions: 
Academic Goal 

 What is an academic goal that’s meaningful, realistic, and stretching to you, one you 
want to achieve this year? 

 Think about what success will feel like if you achieve your goal. What will you feel? 

 What differences will you see?  
 
Character Goal 

 What is a character goal that you might want to work on this year? 

 Will it compliment your academic goal? Or will it compliment some other area of your 
life? 

 What differences will you see?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name_______________________________ Parent Signature______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Academic Goal                                                                  
_________________________________ ________________________________________________ 
 
Action Steps 
 
1. ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2._________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3._________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenges: 
What problems might you encounter in reaching you goal? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Strengths and Resources 
What strengths do you have that will help you reach your goal or what do you need to help you reach your goal? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Character Goal                                                                  
_________________________________ ________________________________________________ 
 
Action Steps 
 
1. ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2._________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3._________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenges: 
What problems might you encounter in reaching you goal? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Strengths and Resources 
What strengths do you have that will help you reach your goal or what do you need to help you reach your goal? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 



Favorite Family Summer Memory (Optional) 
 

   
Do you have a FAVORITE summer memory with your family?  Did you go on a trip to a new place?   
Did you cook and share your favorite family recipe? Or just stay home and spend time with your 
family?  We want to hear all about it!  Fill out this page, including a photo(s) and a detailed 
summary of what you did. These will be hung in classrooms to celebrate a wonderful BCS 
Summer. 
 
   

 
 

Place Photo(s) Here 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Write about your family memory with lively detail using any/all of the five senses . . . 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 
 



Compass Learning (Optional)  
 
To keep your basic Math and ELA skills sharp over the summer you can work on 
your compass learning every day. To get to your account go to the BPS webpage, 
click on the Parent/Students tab and scroll down to student links. Click on the 
compass learning icon. 
 

 
 

User name is the same as computer login and Password is the date of birth. 
Example  
April 5 2005 = 452005 
There is no leading zero. 
 
If you would prefer an optional math packet to work on over the summer instead, 
check out grade appropriate resources below: If you have questions while 
completing the packet, use what resources you have available to you (friends, 
family, the internet, last year’s online textbook if available).You can use the answer 
key to check your answers to verify that you are finding the correct solutions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



PTA National Reflections Arts Program 
(Optional) 

2019-2020 

Theme is “Look Within” 
 

Artists, photographers, dancers, composers, film makers and authors! Enter the PTA Reflections 
Art Program!  This program offers all BCS students the opportunity to create works of art for 
fun and recognition.  Reflect on the theme. Create an original work. Be recognized! 
 

Reflect on the theme and submit an original work in any Category: 

Visual Arts Photography Literature 
Music Composition Film Production Dance Choreography 

*Students may submit multiple entries, but only one per category 

. Download Forms Below and Submit Entries to the Media Center 
September 15th through November 8th, 2019 

Official Rules for Entry and Entry Form    

Consent Form  For use of student’s (or other persons) voice or image in artwork 

*Be sure to follow all entry guidelines and requirements carefully! 

Join the 2021-2022 Reflections Theme Search Contest!  The winning student will receive $100 
and recognition at the national PTA Awards Celebration.   

See www.pta.org/reflections/awards for more information about awards and events. 

The 2018-2019 BCS PTA Reflection results are in!!! Click HERE to see the complete 
list.   

Questions? Please contact Diana Patterson 

 

https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/1845/2019_Reflections_Rules_and_Entry.pdf
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/1845/2019_Reflections_Rules_and_Entry.pdf
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/1845/18-19%20Reflections/Reflections_ConsentForm.pdf
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/1845/2021-2022_Theme_Search_Packet.pdf
http://www.pta.org/reflections/awards
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/1845/BCS_REFLECTIONS_18-19_Results.pdf


7/8 Supply List 
Dear Families, 
We cannot require you to purchase any of the supplies listed below; however we know that children 
in our community often like to purchase their own supplies. If you need financial assistance for any of 
the items listed below, please contact Mr. Morawski at 248-203-4444. Your call will be kept 
confidential. Nan’s Kids will provide the funding for these supplies if needed. 

Language Arts: 
3-ring binder (1 ½ - 2inch) 
College-ruled composition 
notebook 
1 set of pocket dividers 

Engage 
3 ring binder 1-1.5 inch 
Lined Paper 
Pencils/Pens 

Science: 
3 ring binder 2 inch OR 
accordion binder 
Spiral notebook 
Pencils/colored pencils 
Graph Paper 
Encourage the use of own 
personal device such as 
Laptop, Netbook or iPad 
Tissues 

Math: 
Recommended calculators 
Scientific Calculator (TI 34 Explorer Plus for middle school classes (7 , 8, 7/8 ) TI 84 
Graphing Plus Calculator for high school classes ( Int Math 1 &2) Optional 
If you choose not to purchase the above calculators, you may check one out from 
the school for certain assignments and exams. Damaged or lost calculators are 
subject to replacement fines 

1inch Binder with tabs 
Grid Paper 
Spiral notebook  

Spanish 1 and 2: 
 3 ring binder 1-1.5 inch ( OR accordion file-Toth only) 
5 dividers 
Spiral Notebook 
  

Social Studies: 
Spiral notebook 

 

CoCurricular: 
Please wait for 1st week of school… 

 
 

General Items Needed for ALL classes 

Pens, Pencils 
Supply holder 
White, lined paper-loose 
leaf 
Colored Pencils, Markers 

***Please note:  If you have your own ipad, tablet, laptop, etc., and 
you can be responsible using it, we encourage you to bring it to 
school. 

 



 

 

 
 


