
Groves’ English Summer Reading List 

English 9A 

Students should read at least one book of choice over the summer.  

Be prepared to discuss and write about it during the first week of English 9A.   

(This recommended list is not for Honors 9A) 

Here are some books that Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA) recommends: 

Nonfiction 

Maggs, Sam. The Fangirl’s Guide to the Galaxy: A Handbook for Girl Geeks. 2015. Illus. Quirk Books. 
An illustrated guide to navigating the world of fandom and conventions for female 
geeks. https://youtu.be/L7gsjZmGF3M 

Salak, Kira. The Cruelest Journey: 600 Miles to Timbuktu. Relates the tale of the author's journey of 
more than six hundred dangerous miles on the Niger River from Mali's Old Segou to Timbuktu, 
enduring tropical storms and the heat of the Sahara to fulfill her goal of buying the freedom of two 
Bella slave girls. 

 Schatz, Kate. Rad American Women A-Z: Rebels, Trailblazers, and Visionaries Who Shaped Our 
History... and Our Future!2015. Illus. City Lights Books. A diverse collection of rad American women 
for every letter of the alphabet.  

Fiction 

Aveyard, Victoria. Red Queen. 2015. HarperTeen/HarperCollins. Mare lives in a dystopian society 
where the color of your blood determines your fate. Her life is turned upside down when it is 
discovered that she possesses superhuman gifts. https://youtu.be/8UbsNfwkZwk 

Black, Holly and Clare, Cassandra. The Iron Trial. 2014. Illus. Scholastic Press. After hearing his 
father's horror stories of the mage world all his life, Callum tries his hardest to fail the entrance 
exams for the Magisterium. He fails so spectacularly that they decide to take him. 

Lee, Fonda. Zeroboxer. 2015. Flux/Llewellyn Worldwide. Carr Luka discovers a secret that threatens 
his status as the best zero-gravity fighter on Earth and Mars. https://youtu.be/tj36pMpugr8 

Murphy, Julie. Dumplin’. 2015. Balzer & Bray/HarperCollins. Plus-sized Willowdean and her outcast 
friends challenge social norms in small-town Texas. 

Myers, E.C. The Silence of Six. 2014. Adaptive Studios. After Max's best friend kills himself in front of 
the whole world, Max must solve the mystery before the government tracks him 
down. https://youtu.be/Dlptk5Q9ziM 

https://youtu.be/L7gsjZmGF3M
https://youtu.be/8UbsNfwkZwk
https://youtu.be/tj36pMpugr8
https://youtu.be/Dlptk5Q9ziM


Older, Daniel José. Shadowshaper. 2015. Arthur A. Levine/Scholastic. Sierra discovers that her 
heritage allows her to tap into the magic in art. Now she must use that power to stop the evil rising 
in her neighborhood. https://youtu.be/TC1eI3oEX7U 

Stevenson, Noelle. Nimona. 2015. Illus. HarperTeen/HarperCollins. Nimona can, literally, be 
anything she wants and what she wants more than anything is to be evil Lord Ballister Blackheart's 
sidekick. When these two team up, the lines between good and evil begin to blur and chaos 
reigns. https://youtu.be/BJsomBpAY6c 

Yoon, Nicola. Everything, Everything. Illus. 2015. Delacorte Press/Random House. Madeline Whittier 
is allergic to the world and hasn't left her house in 17 years. When Olly moves in next door with his 
own complicated life, Maddy suddenly feels like she can see the future—and it could be a disaster. 

 Anderson, Laurie Halse. Wintergirls. Speak, 2010. 

Bracken, Alexandra. The Darkest Minds. Disney Press, 2013. 

Hale, Shannon. Book of a Thousand Days. Bloomsbury USA, 2009. 

Jamieson, Victoria. Roller Girl. Dial Books for Young Readers, 2015. 

Kuehn, Stephanie. Charm & Strange. Griffin, 2014. 

Lewis, John, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell. March 1. Top Shelf Productions, 2013. 

Maberry, Jonathan. Rot & Ruin. Simon & Schuster, 2011. 

Meyer, Marissa. Cinder. Square Fish, 2013. 

Mullin, Mike. Ashfall. Tanglewood Press, 2012. 

Yolen, Jane. Briar Rose. Tor Teen, 2002. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/TC1eI3oEX7U
https://youtu.be/BJsomBpAY6c


 

9th Grade (Honors) Summer Reading 

Read at least two books over the summer, one book of your own choosing and one book from the list 

below.  Be prepared to discuss and write about them during the first week of English 9A.   
(This list is not for Excel 9 Honors.) 

 

Abdel-Fattah , Randa.   Does My Head Look Big in This? 

   

Sixteen-year-old Amal makes the decision to start wearing the hijab full- time and everyone has a 

reaction: her parents, her teachers, her friends, people on the street. She stands by her decision to 

embrace her faith and all that it is, even if it does make her a little different from everyone else. 

Dumas , Firoozeh.  Funny in Farsi:  A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America   

(Non-fiction)  In 1972, when she was seven, Firoozeh Dumas and her family moved from Iran to 

Southern California, arriving with no firsthand knowledge of this country beyond her father’s glowing 

memories of his graduate school years here. More family soon followed, and the clan has been here 

ever since.  

 

Lomong, Lopez  Running for My Life     

(Non-fiction)  Lopez Lomong chronicles his inspiring ascent from a barefoot lost boy of the Sudanese 
Civil War to a Nike sponsored athlete on the US Olympic Team. Though most of us fall somewhere 
between the catastrophic lows and dizzying highs of Lomong's incredible life, every reader will find in his 
story the human spark to pursue dreams that might seem unthinkable, even from circumstances that 
might appear hopeless. 
Magoon, Kekla The Rock and the River   

 

For thirteen-year-old Sam it's not easy being the son of known civil rights activist Roland Childs. 

Especially when his older (and best friend), Stick, begins to drift away from him for no apparent reason. 

And then it happens: Sam finds something that changes everything forever. 

 

Shea, Pegi Deitz.  Tangled Threads:  A Hmong Girl’s Story     

  

For the Hmong people living in overcrowded refugee camps in Thailand, America is a dream: the land of 

peace and plenty. In 1995, ten years after their arrival at the camp, thirteen-year-old Mai Yang and her 



grandmother are about to experience that dream. In America, they will be reunited with their only 

remaining relatives, Mai’s uncle and his family. They will discover the privileges of their new life: medical 

care, abundant food, and an apartment all their own. But Mai will also feel the pressures of life as a 

teenager. Her cousins, now known as Heather and Lisa, try to help Mai look less like a refugee, but 

following them means disobeying Grandma and Uncle. From showers and smoke alarms to shopping, 

dating, and her family’s new religion, Mai finds life in America complicated and confusing. Ultimately, 

she will have to reconcile the old ways with the new, and decide for herself the kind of woman she 

wants to be. 

 

Skloot, Rebecca  The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks  

 

(Non-fiction)  Henrietta Lacks, as HeLa, is known to present-day scientists for her cells from cervical 

cancer. She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer who worked the same land as her slave ancestors, yet 

her cells were taken without her knowledge and still live decades after her death. Cells descended from 

her may weigh more than 50M metric tons.  

 

HeLa cells were vital for developing the polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of cancer, viruses, and the 

atom bomb’s effects; helped lead to important advances like in vitro fertilization, cloning, and gene 

mapping; and have been bought and sold by the billions. Yet Henrietta Lacks was buried in an unmarked 

grave.   

 

*All summaries are from goodreads.com 

 

Excel 9 Honors and Excel 9 College Prep 

Choose one book of your choice to read over the summer.  You can use the books recommended in 9A 

or Honors 9A, or choose a different one.  

 Also, study one area of history that fascinates you and bring in two articles you read on the subject  for 

the first day of class. 

 

 

 

 



Tenth Grade 

English 10A 

Choose a book of your choice to read. 

 

Honors English 10A 

Choose a book of your choice to read. 

 

Excel 10 (Honors and College Prep) 

Choose a book by an American author to read. 

 

Eleventh Grade 

 

English 11A 

Choose one book to read of your choice and choose two newspaper/magazine articles of your choice. 

 Seek essays/articles in any reasonably well-known periodical or blog (see list below), or try 

www.aldaily.com. We will ask you to discuss the content and style of your articles when the course 

begins : 

The Detroit Free Press                       The National Review 

The Detroit News                               The Weekly Standard 

The New Yorker Magazine                History News Network (www.hnn.us) 

Harper’s Magazine                             Salon.com 

The New York Times                                       The Atlantic Monthly 

Vanity Fair                                           The Wall Street Journal 

The Washington Post                         Newsweek 

                Time                                                                     US News and World Report         

 

 

 

http://www.aldaily.com/
http://www.hnn.us/


Ap Language 

Dear 2017-2018 AP English Language and Composition Student, 

Below you will find the required summer reading list for the course. We recommend keeping a critical 

reading response log in which you record your observations and reflect on themes and issues that 

emerge from your reading of the novel.   

 1984 by George Orwell 
 

 Three thought-provoking articles/essays about a current issue (either by the same author or 
different authors). 
 

You can find a copy of Orwell’s 1984 in most libraries and book stores.   Seek essays/articles in any 

reasonably well-known periodical or blog (see list below), or try www.aldaily.com. We will ask you to 

discuss the content and style of your articles when the course begins (right after Thanksgiving): 

The Detroit Free Press  The National Review 

The Detroit News   The Weekly Standard 

The New Yorker Magazine  History News Network (www.hnn.us) 

Harper’s Magazine   Salon.com 
The New York Times   The Atlantic Monthly 

Vanity Fair    The Wall Street Journal 

The Washington Post   Newsweek 
 Time     US News and World Report  

We also recommend you acquire a style manual to guide you as you refine your writing skills.  

Diana Hacker’s Pocket Style Manual or Joseph Williams’ Style: the Basics of Clarity and Grace 

are excellent, as is the old standby, Strunk and White’s Elements of Style. There are also many 

helpful online guides such as Grammar Girl (http://grammar.quickanddirtytips.com/ or the 

Purdue Online Writing Lab (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/)  
 

If you have questions or concerns over the summer, you may contact  

Amy Voigt (avoigt@birmingham.k12.mi.us),  

Dan Inloes (dinloes@birmingham.k12.mi.us) 

While the course will not begin until the second trimester, we recommend that you do the bulk of your 

reading during the summer. 

 

http://www.aldaily.com/
http://grammar.quickanddirtytips.com/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
mailto:avoigt@birmingham.k12.mi.us


11th Grade Global Excel-College Prep 

*Students who enroll in College Prep Global Excel may select  a book of their choice. 

 

11th Grade-Global Excel Honors Summer Reading list 

 

Students who enroll in Honor Excel may select one of the following books to read over the summer.  As 

part of an honors requirement, students will read an additional book and write an additional essay each 

trimester. 

AUTHOR BOOK 

Galarch Asayes Saffron Sky: A Life Between Iran and America 

Vera Britain Testament of Youth 

Joseph Heller Catch 22 

Enrich Remarque All Quiet on the Western Front 

Chris Davenport As You Were 

Tim O’Brien The Things They Carried 

Nafisi Reading Lolita in Tehran 

Kurt Vonnegut Slaughter House Five 

Gunda SilpiSumaya Secret Daughter 

Jhumpa Lahiri The Namesake 

Andrew Carroll Behind the Lines 

Raif’I and Anibinder We Just Want to Live Here 

William Goldman Princess Bride 

Mahbod Seraji Rooftops of Tehran 

Matthew Polly American Shaolin 

Ken Follett Fall of Giants 



    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ken Follett Winter of the World 

Shusaku Endo Silence 

Ray Bradbury Farenheit 451 

Markus Zusak The Book Thief 

Geraldine Brooks People of the Book 

Allende , Isabelle    

 

The House of Spirits 

Daughter of Fortune 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez   One Hundred Years of Solitude 

Paton    Cry the Beloved Country 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich 

Frank McCourt  Angela’s Ashes 

Doris Pilkington  Rabbit Foot Fence 

Chenue Achebe   Things Fall Apart 

Jung Chang Wild Swans 

Da Chen Brothers 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich 

Elie Weisel Night 

Dai Sijie Little Chinese Seamstress 

Katherine Boo Behind the Beautiful Forevers 



Twelfth Grade 

 

English 12A – Senior Seminar: Future Studies 

Writers and filmmakers have wrestled with fundamental questions of what it means to be human in an 

age of rapidly advancing technologies.  You should start Senior Seminar: Future Studies with some 

interesting ideas already in place, either gleaned from reading articles about scientific or technological 

breakthroughs, viewing futuristic films (Edge of Tomorrow, Looper,  and Her are great recent efforts), or 

reading a futuristic novel that intrigues you (Andy Weir’s The Martian and Emily  St. John Mandel’s 

Station Eleven are fascinating, recently-written books).  We’ll begin the course by exploring the critical 

issues that define a study of humanity’s future, including the role of technology in shaping that future. 

 

English 12A-Social Justice 

Think about how important it is for justice to be served for all people.  Read an article, book, or watch 

a movie about a minority group that has made efforts to achieve social justice and equality. 

 

AP Literature 

Students should read The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver and be prepared for a test the first 

week of class. 


