
BPS 2019 Operating Millage Election

Restore          Replace   Extend 



Ballot Request 

On Tuesday Nov. 5, 2019 BPS voters will be asked to 
consider restoring, replacing and extending the BPS 
operating millage rates. 

 Restore the 18 mill non-homestead rate

 Replace the authorized limit to 21 mills on non-
homestead property allowing the District to levy the 
full 18 mills and protect against future rollbacks

 Extend the voter-approved homestead millage rate of 
14.24 mills through 2028.

 The current homestead millage rate expires in 2021. 

 14.24 mills is the current, voter-approved maximum rate. 
However, BPS only levies 7.1948 mills, a rate that has decreased 
over the years and is not expected to increase.

 NO RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY TAX RATE INCREASE



Public School Funding 

Birmingham Public Schools funding breakdown

 Following Proposal A in 1994, BPS receives a per pupil allowance made 
up of local and state revenue. 

 The BPS per pupil allowance is $12,164 per student 

 State revenue: 
$5,567 per pupil x 7,950 est. students = $44,257,650

 Non-homestead (commercial and second residence) taxes: 
$2,720* per pupil x 7,950 est. students = $21,624,000

 Homestead (resident) taxes:
$3,877 per pupil x 7,950 est. students = $30,822,150

*Due to state mandated rollbacks of the non-homestead millage rate, BPS 
was only able to collect $2,657 per pupil, reducing revenue by $500,850 in 
2019-2020.



Birmingham Public Schools  

BPS continues to develop students with 
strong character, academic success and 
real-world skills. 

 Among the top high schools in the state

 Championship athletic teams and strong 
student athletes

 Instructional Specialists at each elementary 
school supporting student learning 

 STEM and arts programming focused on 
preparing young adults for success beyond high 
school 

 Schools of character focused on the whole child



Operating Millage Rates 

BPS can never levy more than 18 mills on 
non-homestead (commercial and second 
residence) properties. 

BPS can ask voters to approve a higher than 18 
mill non-homestead tax rate to provide a 
cushion against future rollbacks. 



Headlee Rollback Scenario

Property 

Value

Increase %

Inflationary

Increase %

Capped 

Increase 

at 5%

Since property values 

increased greater than the 

smaller of the inflationary 

increase or the capped 5% 

amount, Oakland County 

calculates a Rollback factor for 

the Non-Homestead Tax Rate.

6.5% 2.4% 5%



Non-Rollback Scenario

Property 

Value

Increase %

Inflationary

Increase %

Capped 

Increase 

at 5%

Since property values 

increased less than the smaller 

of the inflationary increase or 

the capped 5% amount, 

Oakland County does NOT

calculate a rollback factor on 

the Non-Homestead Tax Rate.

1.5% 2.4% 5%



Headlee Rollback Scenario

Property 

Value

Increase %

Inflationary

Increase %

Capped 

Increase 

at 5%

Since property values 

increased greater than the 

smaller of the inflationary 

increase or the capped 5% 

amount, the Oakland County 

calculates a Rollback factor for 

the Non-Homestead Tax Rate.

6.5% 2.4% 5%



Brief History of Headlee Rollbacks

Year Start Millage Rate Rollback Factor New Millage Rate Actual Mills Levied Loss

2016 18.9854 0.9833 18.6683 18 $0 

2017 18.6683 0.9825 18.3415 18 $0 

2018 18.3415 0.9734 17.8535 17.8535 ($178,101)

2019 17.8535 0.9848 17.5821 17.5821 ($500,850)



Headlee Rollbacks 

Despite BPS voters having approved a millage rate 
of 18 mills on non-homestead (commercial and 
second residence) properties, state mandated 
rollbacks have decreased the rate to 17.5821 in 
2019.

 Rollbacks happen when property values increase at a rate 
higher than inflation. While BPS property owners experience 
higher property values, in part due to our strong schools, this 
real estate boom negatively impacts District funding. 

Providing a cushion of 3 mills will protect against 
future Headlee Rollbacks. Even with a voter approved 

21 mills, the District can never levy more 
than 18 mills.  



Ballot Request 

On Tuesday Nov. 5, 2019 BPS voters will be asked to 
consider restoring, replacing and extending the BPS 
operating millage rates. 

 Restore the 18 mill non-homestead rate

 Replace the authorized limit to 21 mills on non-
homestead property allowing the District to levy the 
full 18 mills and protect against future rollbacks

 Extend the voter-approved homestead millage rate of 
14.24 mills through 2028.

 The current homestead millage rate expires in 2021. 

 14.24 mills is the current, voter-approved maximum rate. 
However, BPS only levies 7.1948 mills, a rate that has decreased 
over the years and is not expected to increase.

 NO RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY TAX RATE INCREASE



Ballot language 

This proposal would restore, replace and extend the authority of the Birmingham Public Schools to levy up to 18.00 
mills for general school district operating purposes on taxable property in the School District to the extent that such 
property is not exempt from such levy and would restrict the levy on principal residences (owner occupied homes) 
to no more than 14.24 mills.  The original authority to levy 18 mills, which currently expires with the School 
District’s 2021 tax levy, has been rolled back to 17.5821 mills by application of the Headlee Amendment to the 
Michigan Constitution.  If approved, this proposal would restore and extend the authority of the School District to 
levy the statutory limit of 18 mills on non-homestead (principally industrial and commercial real property and 
residential rental property) and allow the School District to continue to levy the statutory limit of 18 mills on non-
homestead property in the event of future Headlee rollbacks of up to 3 mills.  Under existing law, if approved, this 
proposal would also limit the levy of the authorized mills on principal residences to that portion necessary to allow 
the School District to receive the full revenue per pupil foundation allowance permitted by State law. The School 
District levied 7.1948 mills on personal residences in 2019.

Shall the limitation on the amount of taxes which may be imposed on taxable property in the Birmingham Public 
Schools, County of Oakland, Michigan, be increased to 21 mills, with 18 mills being the maximum allowable levy 
($18.00 per $1,000 of taxable value), to the extent such property is not statutorily exempt, and of which not more 
than 14.24 mills may be imposed on principal residences, for ten (10) years, the years 2019 to 2028, inclusive, to 
provide funds for operating expenses of the School District?  This millage would raise approximately $51,393,404 in 
the first year of levy.

YES

NO



Ballot language breakdown 

This proposal would restore, replace and extend the authority of the Birmingham Public Schools to levy up to 18.00 mills for general 
school district operating purposes on taxable property in the School District to the extent that such property is not exempt from such 
levy and would restrict the levy on principal residences (owner occupied homes) to no more than 14.24 mills. The School District
levied 7.1948 mills on personal residences in 2019.

BPS could levy up to 18 mills on non-homestead 

property and up to 14.24 on homestead properties.  

The original authority to levy 18 mills, which currently expires with the School District’s 2021 tax levy, has been rolled back 

to 17.5821 mills by application of the Headlee Amendment to the Michigan Constitution.

If approved, this proposal would restore and extend the authority of the School District to levy the statutory limit of 18 mills

on non-homestead (principally industrial and commercial real property and residential rental property) and allow the School 

District to continue to levy the statutory limit of 18 mills on non-homestead property in the event of future Headlee rollbacks 

of up to 3 mills.

Under existing law, if approved, this proposal would also limit the levy of the authorized mills on principal residences to that

portion necessary to allow the School District to receive the full revenue per pupil foundation allowance permitted by State 

law.

The School District levied 7.1948 mills on personal residences in 2019.

Shall the limitation on the amount of taxes which may be imposed on taxable property in the Birmingham Public Schools, County of

Oakland, Michigan, be increased to 21 mills, with 18 mills being the maximum allowable levy ($18.00 per $1,000 of taxable value), to 

the extent such property is not statutorily exempt, and of which not more than 14.24 mills may be imposed on principal residences, 

for ten (10) years, the years 2019 to 2028, inclusive, to provide funds for operating expenses of the School District?

This millage would raise approximately $51,393,404 in the first year of levy.

YES

NO

Due to rollbacks, BPS was not able to levy the full 18 

mills, resulting in a revenue loss of $500,850 in 2019. 

The proposal seeks the approval of 21 mills, allowing 

for a cushion to protect against future rollbacks. 

BPS can never levy over 18 mills on non-homestead 

property or 14.24 mills on homestead properties. 

There is no tax rate increase to residential property owners. 

This is a summary of the entire proposal. 

This is a legally required disclosure of the first-year total revenue. The change 

is an addition of $500,850 to the total by restoring the 18 mill rate for 2019. 



Voter Information 

Election day is Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2019. Polls are open 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Find your voting location at www.Michigan.gov/sos
or 
the Oakland County Clerk’s Office at 
https://www.oakgov.com/clerkrod/elections/

All registered voters can now register as absentee. 
Absentee voter applications can be found at 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/AbsentVoterB
allot_105377_7.pdf#absentee

Residents can register to vote up to election day. 
Learn how to register at 
https://www.usa.gov/register-to-vote

Learn more at 
www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/millage2019

http://www.michigan.gov/sos
https://www.oakgov.com/clerkrod/elections/
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/AbsentVoterBallot_105377_7.pdf#absentee
https://www.usa.gov/register-to-vote
http://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/millage2019


Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2019


