
 

BPS EMERGENCY 
SCHOOL CLOSURE FAQS 

Submit your question 

During this challenging time, BPS seeks to provide the community with an avenue to have their questions 
answered in hopes of providing transparent, informative details. See the FAQ below for answers to questions 
already asked and submit new questions to our ASK A QUESTION link. BPS administrators will work to answer 
your questions as quickly as possible and to the best of our ability.  

 
This document was last updated on May 7, 2020 
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Online Learning FAQs 
What does Online Learning look like now that the closure has 
been extended to the rest of the school year? 
On April 14, families received a link to BPS Online: A Family Guide to Temporary Online Learning. Families can 

review the guide as a resource or visit the Board of Education CLP PowerPoint for more information on the 

BPS Online Learning plan.  

 

Online learning includes three key components: 

● Students engaged in learning and instruction that advances our curriculum and addresses essential 

learning standards and units with an expectation of participation for the rest of this year. 

● Students receive, complete and submit assignments through Google Classrooms or other means that 

are specific to their class, teacher or course. Teachers provide feedback to students on the work they 

complete.  

● Students participate regularly in Google chats, text exchanges in live Google documents or in virtual 

meetings with their teachers. Teachers provide students and parents with a schedule of these 

meetings. Depending on grade level, sessions may be for the purpose of morning meetings, learning 

or to offer support through question-and-answer sessions.  

Additionally: 

● Students are provided continued social-emotional supports and we remain focused on their 

wellbeing throughout this closure. 

● Student transcripts will not be harmed as a result of this closure. 

● We will work within state guidelines to prepare students to move to the next grade level or 

graduate, with structures in place to address additional learning needs, including potential special 

education needs, once face-to-face instruction returns. 

As a note around students with IDEA special needs and supports, our Specialized Instruction and Student 

Services (SISS) department continues their work to address accommodations or modifications. SISS staff are 

reaching out to families individually to address needs. While some accommodations no longer apply or need 

adjustments in these virtual settings, we will continue to support all of our students as best we can.  

If I have a question, complaint or concern regarding the current 
model, how should I share?  
Just like in a normal school environment, parents should first reach out to a child’s teacher. Often, teachers 

can provide insights into concerns a child may be having or clarify information for a parent. If you need 

further assistance, department heads, assistant principals and principals are able to address concerns. 

District-level concerns can be sent to a member of the Central Leadership Team.   
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Will the Continuity of Learning Plan be changed or improved? 
How do we share our feedback?  
BPS launched a series of surveys in May to solicit feedback from parents, students and staff members on the 

current Continuity of Learning Plan. Additionally, administrators held four town hall events to answer 

questions and hear from parents on May 5 and May 6. All of the information is being used to review the 

current system in place and adjust areas as needed, to the benefit of all BPS students.  

Will online schooling count as credit for our students? Will they be 
graded or receive pass/fail marks?  
During this unprecedented period, the connectedness and care for our students remains our first priority as 

we maintain our students’ continuity of learning. Our plans for feedback, grading, and credit below are based 

upon the principle that no educational harm should come to any child through a reasonable approach to 

these important subjects. This pandemic and the statewide suspension of in-person instruction has impacted 

our entire society in enormous ways. The emphasis for schoolwork now is on continuous learning, supported 

by monitoring and feedback, not traditional grades. In this crisis it is important for our students to focus on 

achieving essential outcomes and skills without the potential negative impact that this forced, online 

environment and crisis may cause them. Yet, we must establish an expectation that learning will continue, 

and its pursuit will help our students prepare for the next level while helping them navigate this environment 

with the sense of community from a distance that it will provide.  

 

HIGH SCHOOL 

CONTINUITY OF LEARNING PLAN COMPONENTS 

• Students will engage in learning and instruction that advances our curriculum and address essential 

learning standards and units with an expectation of participation for the rest of this year.  

• Students will receive, complete, and submit assignments through Google Classrooms or other means 

that are specific to their class, teacher or course. Teachers will provide regular and helpful feedback to 

students on the work they complete.  

• Students will have the opportunity to participate in assigned Google chats, text exchanges, in live 

Google documents or in virtual meetings with their teachers. Teachers will provide students and parents with 

a schedule of these meetings. Depending on grade-level, sessions will be for the purpose of morning 

meetings, learning or to offer support through question-and-answer sessions. High school students will 

participate in X-Block virtual sessions on an as needed basis. These sessions are not required. 

• Students will be provided continued social-emotional supports, and we will remain focused on their 

well-being throughout this closure.  

 

TEACHER FLEXIBILITY  

Even while establishing an expectation of participation and performance, our teachers have and will continue 

to demonstrate flexibility and provide accommodations for students and families given the crisis at hand. 

They understand that family work commitments, pressure, anxiety, illness and loss of loved ones are all 

factors that must be considered during this global health emergency.    

Page | 5  

 



 

 

GRADING AND CREDIT 

Traditional letter grades will not be assigned at the end of the course.  We will make every attempt possible 

to assist and help students be successful and earn credit for course completion.  Transcripts will reflect the 

following: 

Credit/Pass, No Letter Grade ‘G’ - Students meeting the participation and performance standards 

outlined in the performance expectations section below will be given a ‘G’ grade that will provide 

credit without a grade.  This will convey that students met standards during this crisis without 

penalty to their overall GPA.  Clarification of this grade will be provided to colleges, universities, the 

military, and employers via transcripts.  

No Credit/No Pass, No Letter Grade ‘I’ - Students not meeting the performance expectations 

outlined in the performance expectation section below will not receive a grade at the end of the 

trimester but will instead receive an ‘I’ grade, which currently stands for “incomplete.”  This will not 

harm their GPA yet not convey credit.  Clarification of this grade will be provided to colleges, 

universities, the military, and employers via transcripts. In these cases, BPS will create future 

opportunities during the summer, future summers, after school, on weekends or during breaks for 

students to earn credit.  Such options will be provided for students at little to no cost. 

 

COURSE PARTICIPATION EXPECTATION 

Teachers at the grade level and in departments will establish the essential learning standards, skills and units 

to be covered during the prolonged closure.  Class assignments and assessments will vary across the different 

classes and departments.  Assignments might include readings with responses, essays, problem sets, analysis 

or other activities similar to what might be assigned in a traditional classroom.  In order to receive credit for 

participation and performance in a course, students must successfully complete 70% of work assigned to 

them.  In collaboration with their department head, department colleagues and assigned building 

administrator, teachers will determine the standard for completion for assignments.  Assignments will be 

posted regularly to ensure that students have ample time to complete.  Teachers may exempt students from 

assignment expectations as they see fit, and those assignments will not count toward the expected 

completion percentage.  Additionally, the 70% standard of completion may be modified due to special 

circumstances by the teacher with the approval of a building administrator.  Any student with an IEP may be 

amended or exempted from assignments as directed by their caseload educator.  Students with 504 

accommodation plans may be amended or exempted from assignments by their teacher if appropriate. 

 

WORK COMPLETION TO STANDARD 

Each item of work assigned to a student has a purpose(s) for its completion.  Teachers (with department 

head, colleagues and building administrator) will be determining a reasonable, baseline of performance for 

each assignment based on its purpose(s).  If a student cannot submit work on time or experiences challenge 

with an activity, the teacher will be able to amend an activity for a student, perhaps after guidance and 

direction, in order to provide the student an opportunity for completion. This process will help accommodate 
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unique family situations while also permitting our instructors to establish appropriate levels of performance 

for each assignment.  

 

TEACHER FEEDBACK 

Students will receive feedback on participation and class assignments from teachers in a timely fashion and in 

a variety of ways.  Both students and parents will be able to monitor student performance based on the 

feedback provided.  While letter grades will not be assigned, corrections and guidance relative to 

assessments, papers, problem sets, or any other type of assignment will be provided by teachers at their 

discretion and posted in PowerSchool as “completed.” Again, teachers will be encouraged to provide 

accommodations to all students during this public health emergency. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

CONTINUITY OF LEARNING PLAN COMPONENTS 

The components of the middle school continuity of learning plan are similar to the high school with the 

exception of the exact schedule and the grading.  Middle school students are expected to engage in learning 

online, complete and submit assignments as expected, and participate in assigned virtual meeting and 

exchanges as assigned by the teacher.  Students will be provided continued social-emotional supports as we 

focus on their well-being. 

 

GRADING AND FEEDBACK 

Students are expected to participate and perform in continued online learning to prepare themselves 

appropriately for high school, especially those students in the 8th grade.  Teachers will monitor student 

participation through the submission of completed assignments and will provide meaningful feedback to help 

students understand how well they are progressing. These assignments can include formative assessments, 

problem solving, written papers, responses to readings, or other assignments and activities. Students will 

receive a ‘G’ grade, due to our priority on balancing learning and well-being during the prolonged closure. 

Their ongoing work will be monitored so students are prepared to move to the next level of learning in the 

fall.  

 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

CONTINUITY OF LEARNING PLAN COMPONENTS 

The components of the elementary school continuity of learning plan fit the unique needs of elementary 

aged students with lessons provided by classroom teachers along with unified arts instructors.  We would like 

students to participate and will be balancing their development with a keen focus on their social-emotional 

well-being during this period of time. 

  

GRADING AND FEEDBACK 

Teachers will monitor student participation through the submission of completed assignments and will 

provide meaningful feedback to help students understand how well they are progressing. These assignments 

can include formative assessments, problem solving, written papers, responses to readings, or other 

Page | 7  

 



 

engaging activities. While students will not receive standards-based report cards, their ongoing work will be 

monitored, to be sure students are prepared for the next level of learning. Students will progress to the next 

grade level in the fall if they were on track prior to the closure of schools. 

What are colleges and universities saying about grading? 
Many colleges and universities are providing statements around their admittance procedures during this 

time. BPS staff members worked to reach out to a variety of other colleges and universities seeking additional 

comments around their view of pass/fail and other grading styles.  More information on grading can be found 

here.  

What platforms are you using? 
BPS teachers and administrators are using a variety of platforms, focusing on those that work best for their 

departments and classrooms. All teachers have received training or are completing their training to use the 

Google platform, which will house links to many other online digital tools to support student learning.  

Why are you only doing online learning? What about workbooks 
and packets?  
Online learning provides the quickest and most efficient way to deliver content to students during this 

extended closure. Online learning provides opportunities for timely feedback, supporting the continued 

learning process. However, parents of students in need of alternatives can work with their child’s teacher to 

address needs.  

What if my child doesn’t learn well in an online environment?  
This was a factor in our initial thinking. Yet, educators across the District continued research on creating 

innovative solutions to help our students during this time. If an online learning environment was appropriate 

for all children, it is likely that BPS would have adopted such an infrastructure years ago. It is not an ideal 

format for many students. BPS has long prided itself on the value of critical discourse, collaboration and 

constructivist thinking that can only be achieved in a face-to-face setting. We realize that students may 

struggle in a future distance learning environment and are preparing to help our students as much as 

possible. 

Why can’t BPS just have online meetings all day that are 
scheduled just like a school day?  
Prior to and as we developed the Continuity of Learning Plan, we looked at a variety of best practices around 

online learning. Screen time was an issue that came up time and time again. We discussed with experts at the 

national and ivy-league level to guide us around appropriate levels of screen time for students. While older 

students can take in lengthier times on screens, it is still not a healthy learning environment to schedule 6 

hours of video conferencing. Instead, our approach mixes some screen time with assignments that can be 

done offline without video.  
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I can’t get my child to engage in the online platform. What can I 
do?  
Many families are using technology to connect students together and encourage their working on 

assignments at the same time. Others have created daily schedules that they are managing as best as they 

can to intermittently encourage engagement while balancing those activities with others like creative ways to 

exercise, read and write during the day. We realize that this is as much a learning curve for our parents along 

with our students and staff. Our teachers are assisting by prompting students to engage in aspects of the 

online learning on a regular basis. Just like with other family routines, we recommend establishing one that 

fits each family without over burdening anyone. 

What was done leading to this closure?  
On Friday, March 27 we began directly preparing our staff for this possibility. Guidance from the State of 

Michigan was important. We knew that we would need to make decisions on what that would look like if no 

guidance from the State of Michigan came prior to spring break. Our team of administrators and teachers 

worked tirelessly to prepare for this possibility by planning learning for an extended period of time. 

 

 

FAPE and Special Services FAQs 

How are you addressing the needs of children with IEPs, ASD or 
other special education supports?  
Our special education department is working on how to best meet the needs of our students with IEPs, ASD 

and other special educational supports. Since these plans are individualized, contact will be made directly to 

the parent of each student to discuss next steps. Our special educators are working on plans and will reach 

out to families.  

 
What about the needs of students with disabilities and FAPE 
during this and any future online environment? 
In a March 20 memo from the Federal Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), the following guidance 

was provided - if no services to general education (GE) students are provided, no services are required for 

students with disabilities (SWDs). However, if educational services are provided to GE students, equal access 

must be provided for SWDs, including the provision of a free and appropriate public education (FAPE). 

Distance learning may be considered for provision of FAPE. IEP teams must consider the need for 

compensatory services if FAPE was not provided during the closure. 

Then, in a March 21, 2020, Supplemental Fact Sheet from United States Department of Education (USDoE), 

officers indicated that ensuring compliance with the IDEA/Section 504/ADA should not prevent any school 

from offering educational programs through distance instruction. Yet, districts must provide FAPE consistent 

with the need to protect the health and safety of SWDs and those individuals providing services. The USDoE 
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stated that it understands that, during this national emergency, schools may not be able to provide all 

services in the same manner they are typically provided and that compensatory education may indeed be 

required.  

Unfortunately, none of the guidance updates have the force of actual law. 

BPS will continue to monitor updates from experts on these matters and design solutions for our families in 

these difficult times that display both the compassion and courage necessary to benefit our students. We 

continue to deeply weigh the consequences of our decision making. In the event of a prolonged closure, we 

will creatively adopt ways to reach all learners knowing that we may not have the capacity to deliver FAPE as 

we would in our regular classroom environments. All our decision-making will be rooted in both courage and 

compassion.  

Graduation FAQs 
How will this impact my student’s ability to graduate from high 
school or advance to the next level of learning? 
We continue to work to ensure that no student transcript is harmed as a result of this closure. We will work 

within state guidelines to prepare students to move to the next grade level or graduate, with structures in 

place to address additional learning needs, including potential special education needs, once face-to-face 

instruction returns. More information on grading can be found here.  

I don’t understand, why can’t BPS just decide on its own how to 
graduate its students? 
Under current Michigan law, students must meet Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC) requirements to 

graduate. Students earning MMC credits may only do so if the courses are consistent with the appropriate 

Michigan content expectations. School districts are required to ensure that students complete the MMC 

requirements before being awarded a high school diploma. State law does not expressly provide any 

exceptions to the MMC requirements, aside from limited modifications to create a personal curriculum for an 

individual student. No local decisions can be made on this matter until the State of Michigan provides 

guidance to local school districts. 

Can BPS make a unilateral decision to end the school year and 
graduate all its students to the next grade or beyond? 
While we can make promises to help support our students and continue their current learning pathways, we 

cannot make a decision on this matter independently. The State of Michigan is the only entity that can 

amend Michigan Merit Curriculum requirements for high school graduation in the face of this crisis. 

Will the Board of Education adjust their credit policy for students 
to graduate? 
Michigan Merit Curriculum requirements are what our students must meet to graduate in our state. Only the 

State of Michigan can provide details about Michigan Merit Curriculum amended requirements and any 
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relaxed graduation standards. BPS standards exceed MME requirements. Once we receive guidance from the 

State of Michigan, district administrators will be prepared to make policy recommendations for the Board of 

Education to address this issue and provide all necessary assistance to seniors. 

When will graduation take place for students at the Annex?  
Just like our other high schools, we are working on alternatives to graduation that will still connect our 

community and provide opportunities to celebrate the achievements of our graduates. We will work 

diligently to make this an exciting and memorable experience for the class of 2020 and share it with you as 

soon as we are able.  

When is the last day of school for seniors?  
The last day for seniors will remain Friday, May 28.  

Will graduation be canceled or postponed? What about refunds?  
Graduation signs were delivered to homes at the end of April. On May 21, high schools will be dropping off 

cap and gowns, yearbooks and other materials to celebrate our seniors. The deliveries will be made by 

administrators on a BPS school bus. On May 31, the day of the original graduation, our schools will be 

recognizing seniors. Save the date messages have been sent to families for an in-person ceremony to be held 

the end of July, should the gathering restrictions allow for them to take place. We will continue to follow 

state directions and communicate information as soon as we are able. Should any refunds be needed as we 

adjust plans, we will work with all third-party vendors to determine an answer to this question. Principals will 

share this information with families as appropriate. 

If my child already has the required credits to graduate, can they 
just receive their diploma?  
We will have to take our direction from the State of Michigan regarding the strict Michigan Merit Curriculum 

credit and graduation requirements.  

 

AP, SAT and Testing FAQs 
What will be done with AP classes this year? 
The College Board has changed its approach multiple times since the initial declaration of an emergency in 

Michigan. Their website shares how the AP Program is responding to the needs of students, staff and schools 

including the provision of live and on-demand AP courses for free and developing new, at-home testing 

options. Based on the number and length of school closures across the country, they have decided that the 

way AP Exams are given at schools won’t be possible. We are encouraging all AP students and teachers to 

follow updates at the website above as changes occur. These developments will be incorporated into ongoing 

teaching and learning plans throughout this school year. 

What is happening with the SAT?  
Please see the message below from the College Board. 
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The College Board canceled the May 2, 2020 SAT and SAT Subject Test administration. Makeup exams for the 

March 14 administration (scheduled for March 28) were also canceled. Students who already registered for 

May, whose March test centers were closed, or who do not receive March scores because of any 

irregularities will receive refunds. College Board will share additional information and details directly with 

registered students and test centers. 

 

To help students keep their college readiness skills sharp when many schools are closed, College Board and 

Khan Academy will continue to provide free resources online, including full-length practice tests and 

personalized learning tools. 

Are students still taking standardized tests this year?  
Michigan students will not have to take the M-STEP and other state-mandated assessments after U.S. 

Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos announced that students impacted by school closures due to the 

coronavirus pandemic can bypass standardized testing for the 2019-20 school year. 

 

The federal education department will grant a waiver to any state that is unable to assess its students due to 

the ongoing national emergency, providing relief from federally mandated testing requirements for this 

school year. 

Can students still take the NWEA, which is available online, if they 
choose? 
No. NWEA requires students to utilize a lockdown browser that is installed and configured by the district 

technology department. This is not available for home use or distribution. 

 

Enrollment  
Can new students still enroll in BPS at this time?  
New families can still complete the online InfoSnap form to reserve their space with BPS. An online 

enrollment process is being developed to finalize the process for new families. While the state restrictions do 

not allow for in-person meetings, the BPS Enrollment Department does reserve the right to review 

documents in person again following the lifting of the restrictions. More information about the enrollment 

process can be found at www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/learnmore.  

Will kindergarten visitation events still take place? When?  
Once restrictions are lifted and groups are able to gather safely, we will hold kindergarten visitation events 

and publicize them to our new families. Families interested in enrolling can begin the process online. This will 

provide our schools with your contact information so that we may ensure we’re able to contact you 

regarding visitation events. Schools will communicate individually regarding their visitation events.  
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Next Steps FAQs 
What will school look like in the fall? 
We are planning for a number of different options. We are considering a face-to-face model that includes 

some social distancing guidelines that may be issued by the state as well as models that could incorporate 

online and in-person learning. Finally, we are considering an online model, should COVID-19 reappear to the 

point of a closure once more this summer, fall or winter. In our plans for each, we’ll collaborate with our 

expert teachers and administrators, consider data from our stakeholder surveys and town halls, and seek 

best practices from the state, national and international levels.  

Would online learning look the same in the fall as it does this 
spring (under the Continuity of Learning Plan)?  

The learning model would not look the same. Currently, we are in a Continuity of Learning Plan, which was 

required by the state to continue learning during this emergency closing. This is not the same as a fully-vetted 

remote learning plan. Already, we are learning more about what works best for students and making 

adjustments to serve our students. We will take that experience with us, should we need to launch online 

learning in the fall. We would continue to balance the social and emotional needs of our students and staff, 

but the model is going to look a little bit different overall.  

 

Would the District enforce social distancing and mask-wearing 
protocols in elementary schools next fall, should they be allowed 
to open?  

BPS will continue to follow state guidance to protect the health of our students and staff. Should guidance be 

given that requires masks or other PPE or action steps, we will enforce them. Just like students follow normal 

school rules around behavior, we would incorporate these new guidelines.  

Would families be considered "truant" should they feel 
uncomfortable sending their children to school when it opens, if 
their children keep up with classwork online? What if my child has 
a doctor’s note?  

BPS will continue to be reasonable and flexible throughout this heath emergency. Principals will work with 

families and students that have health concerns or issues with in-person attendance in the same way they 

worked through health issues pre-COVID-19.  

 

 

Page | 13  

 



 

 

 

How will you catch students up next year?  
We know that all of our students will need support following the emergency closure. This fall, we will assess 

students to determine where learning gaps must be addressed. Our teachers within each building and 

between levels are collaborating now to share information on the learning that has occured this school year 

and areas that have not been covered during the closure. This is an important component of our furtherance 

of learning for our kids upon return, and we will be prepared to meet the needs of our students when we 

return. 

If students choose to take an online class this summer from an 
accredited institution, will BPS accept the credits? 
Yes. We would add any completed online course(s) from an accredited institution to a BPS transcript. We are 

able to honor this request if the student has received verification and approval from his/her counselor that 

the course aligns with the student’s graduation plan and comes from an accredited institution. It is 

recommended that all students work directly with their counselor prior to signing up for any online courses 

to ensure the above requirements have been met. 

Can parents opt to hold their child back a grade next year?  
We will follow the Governor’s directive not to hold any child back because of the COVID-19 closure. We will 

address additional learning needs once face-to-face instruction returns.  

How will my child receive Reading Recovery services if they were 
just getting started with the process before the closure?  
As with all of our educators, the Teaching and Learning department is working with all our intervention 

teachers to determine how we can support our students continued growth. We anticipate our instructors to 

be reaching out to students and families directly with individualized plans. 

Will the BPS calendar for 2020-21 change?  
At the current time, all calendars remain the same. Additional considerations will be made at such time 

further guidance is provided by the State of Michigan and Oakland County Health Division. 

Will the 2019-20 school year be extended? 
At this time, there are no plans or directives to extend the school year. We anticipate that our model of 

online learning will address the essential standards our students need to progress to the next level. We will 

have supports in place to address additional educational needs of our students in the summer and fall. 
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Staffing FAQs 

Are teachers and school staff working during this closure?  
Yes, teachers and nearly all school staff maintain working functions during the closure. All administrators 

have been putting in additional hours to monitor the crisis and respond to student, parent and staff needs. 

Support staff are providing services to help meet the needs of our new learning environment as well. The 

District also provided a response to Governor Whitmer’s Executive Order Designating Public Education 

Employees as Critical Infrastructure and Essential Employees and has complied with those notification and 

posting guidelines. 

What if a teacher gets sick or is unable to teach a class during 
this health crisis?  
Individual teacher Google Classrooms will include co-teachers. This approach will give teachers a colleague 

who can assist should anyone need support due to personal circumstances.  

Initial Enrichment Model FAQs  
Why did you have only enrichment opportunities in the first weeks 
of the closure?  
We began working plans for a full online program to begin after spring break  prior to the state directive to 

close schools. What we implemented in the first weeks following the closure was a temporary plan to 

address the three-week closure. We worked to address the myriad guidelines that were sent out daily, 

sometimes hourly, from the state, as this was new terrain for public schools in Michigan. Our temporary plan 

allowed for us to pivot to meet guidelines and offer maximum flexibility as our families adjusted to new 

environments – possibly with parents working from home or front-line individuals that were unable to be 

home with their children. This was a big change for many families, and we wanted to provide options that 

continued learning, but also met families and students where they were for the three-week closure. In the 

background, plans continued to implement a more robust online program if the closure extended to the end 

of the year.  

Why wasn’t online learning required for our students in the first 
weeks of the closure?  
At the time of our transition to a forced closure, BPS administrators and teachers were developing online 

resources for students. With the initial closure a defined length of 16 days and an unknown future with 

respect to the severity of our required public health response, our goal was to provide students with online 

opportunities for engagement and enrichment as opposed to required online learning. A significant factor 

was possibly harming students’ growth and development in a sudden and required online learning format 

transition that was only initially defined to 3 weeks in the midst of a rapidly escalating health emergency. We 

predicted that most students and families would prefer that their students be held harmless for any dip in 

academic performance due to this state, national and global crisis. Equity and access were also 
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considerations along with the prospect such a health emergency would render continued schooling small in 

the face of survival. Immediately upon the launch of our initial plan, we began work on a more robust 

learning framework that could advance our students forward to the end of this year. 

What feedback did you receive on the initial enrichment model? 
Many parents have appreciated having online supplemental resources available for students. To quote one 

parent, “I just wanted to let you know that our family loves the online enrichment that is being provided. 

Everything is easily accessible and engaging for my 8th grade student. I love that the activities are aligned 

with our BPS Curriculum and vetted by our BPS teachers.”  

On the other hand, some parents have voiced concern that enrichment opportunities are insufficient. 

Another parent wrote, “I reiterate our shared confusion why you continue to stifle innovation, help and eager 

willingness to embrace our children at this time of need. It remains, in the minds of virtually your entire 

student body, parents and teachers, to be sorely mistaken and disappointing.” 

Remember that this was proposed to fill the gap for a short-term closure so we could monitor the severity of 

the crisis as it was unfolding and commence in-seat learning thereafter. This was not intended to address 

students’ needs beyond the initial closure.  

Why didn’t teachers take attendance or grade our students in the 
first weeks of the closure? 
Due to the short duration of the current closure, we designed activities to be for enrichment and 

engagement purposes only. We knew that this crisis would require maximum flexibility in a state and national 

emergency. We were unable to justify penalizing a student for not attending an online work session during a 

health crisis of this magnitude. We know that home lives have shifted overnight and grace and understanding 

is needed to support all students. Our goal was to continue engagement with maximum flexibility. Our 

prolonged school closure model requires an expectation of participation with continued flexibility during this 

crisis, while addressing guidance from the State of Michigan. 

Why did other schools, locally and out of state, go online with a 
robust system and we did not?  
During the three-week closure, we implemented a plan that allowed for maximum flexibility as our families 

adjusted to new environments – possibly with parents working from home or front-line individuals that were 

unable to be home with their children. This was a big change for many families, and we wanted to provide 

options that continued learning, but also met families and students where they were for the three-week 

closure.  

Other school Districts locally and outside of our state implemented plans initially that were rolled back and 

adjusted to meet federal and state guidance. With the exception of private schools, which are not held to the 

same requirements as publicly funded entities, schools are adjusting to the same standards as BPS. No grades 

are being given and students are not penalized for lack of participation. As administrators, we have been 
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transparent and upfront with families on our expectations, demonstrating compassion and care for all family 

situations during this health crisis. 

Technology and Personal Item Pick Up  

How are you providing technology to families in need?  

Opportunities were offered to families in need of a computer in the first few days of the closure. Over 800 

laptops have been distributed by our Technology Services Department through three separate deployment 

windows.  

Do students have access to their lockers and personal items 
during the closure?  
Students and families were invited into the schools on Friday, March 13 and Tuesday, March 17 to retrieve 

personal items. At this time, our buildings are in full closure. With the state directive for individuals to stay 

home at this time, we cannot open our buildings to meet this request and still comply with the stay home, 

stay safe directive. As soon as students are able to pick up items, schools will communicate those 

opportunities and procedures.  

Field Trips, Sports and Activities FAQs 
What about the field trips and activities my child should have 
participated in this school year if schools remain closed?  
As a potential school closure loomed due to the Governor’s State of Emergency declaration, we cancelled all 

non-essential student travel including field trips and supplemental activities including large gatherings. 

International travel was also cancelled. In some cases, full refunds were secured. For others, most funds were 

refunded with the exception of a non-refundable deposit. A few trips were deferred to an unknown future 

date. Parents with specific questions about a trip or experience should reach out to the event organizer or 

school principal for additional information. BPS remains committed, as soon as it is safe, to continue 

providing exceptional educational experiences for our students out of the classroom. 

Will spring sports be canceled?  
Spring sports have been canceled and our Athletic departments are processing reimbursements to families.  

Will there be fall sports?  

At this time, we do not have an answer or direction from the state. Additionally, we’ll look to the Michigan 

Health Department for guidance as well as the Michigan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA). Between 

those three sources, we’ll have a better understanding of what fall sports may look like later this summer. 

We will share the information with families as soon as we are able.  
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Community Support FAQs 
Is food available to those in need during this closure?  
BREAKFAST AND LUNCH WILL BE CONTINUED. Meals are served Monday for Monday and Tuesday, 

Wednesday for Wednesday and Thursday, and Friday for Friday, Saturday and Sunday. This plan of action 

provides less contact for families receiving lunch and our staff. Linked to this communication is a flyer 

with information regarding breakfast and lunch services. Children 18 and younger eat free and children do 

not need to be present or enrolled in BPS to receive the meals. Additionally, students from the BPS Annex 

site up to age 26 also have access to the free breakfast and lunch services. Pick up locations include Groves 

High School in Beverly Hills, Derby Middle School in Birmingham, West Maple in Bloomfield Hills and Huntley 

Square Apartments in Beverly Hills. 

My child is struggling emotionally with this health crisis and the 
state lock down. What can I do? 
While we want to make sure that our families are informed and prepared, we know that this has affected our 

students in varying ways. Here are some steps you can take at home to address their concerns: 

1. Correct misinformation for them. 

2. Focus on what kids can do to keep themselves healthy. 

3. Manage your own catastrophic thinking.  

4. Don't dismiss their fears. Acknowledge that fear is healthy, and help them manage it appropriately.  

5. Preview changes or disruptions that may happen, like school closures. 

Resources for families: 

● Talking to Children about COVID-19 - Parent Resource from NASP 

● Corona Virus Resources - ASCA 

● Talking to Teens and Tweens About CoronaVirus - NYTimes 

● Talking to Kids About The Corona Virus - ChildMind 

● Just For Kids: A Comic Exploring The New Coronavirus - NPR 

● PBS offers videos and resources 

● Helping children cope with stress – World Health Organization 

How is BPS caring for our community during this time?  
Any child, regardless of their enrollment status in our District, can receive free breakfast and lunch at one of 

four locations throughout the District. Additionally, BPS is working to provide medical supplies, such as 

gloves, sanitizer and disinfectant wipes, to local hospitals in need. We’re also grateful to our high school 

organizations for working with families in need to provide gift cards and supplies. We are currently working 

on a support system should our closure be extended. 
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Hospitals and first responders have requested personal protection 
equipment like gloves and masks be donated. Has the District 
answered this call? 
We followed all necessary procedures to evaluate the multiple requests for this equipment and provided 

materials as requested. We did retain an ample supply so that our essential workforce maintained the ability 

it needs to perform critical functions during the closure. Know the District is continually monitoring this 

situation and should the health crisis escalate and call for more donations, we will do our best to protect our 

people and help those in need. 

Will our schools be used as emergency health or community 
centers during this health crisis?  
The media has reported on this possibility, but at this time we have received no specific, timebound requests. 

We have received email communication from the Red Cross asking to use our larger school facilities as 

disaster shelters in the event that they are needed in this health emergency. While we remain open to 

responding to this matter in whatever way possible to protect the health and welfare of members of our 

community, no plans of this nature are in place. 

Are our fields and facilities available for use during this closure?  
Due to the accelerating reach of COVID-19, all buildings and grounds are closed to only essential personnel. 

Additionally, we have canceled all building rentals in our District. 

 

All BPS facilities are closed to the public. This includes fields and playgrounds. Following the directive from 

Gov. Whitmer and local municipalities’ directives, no members of the public should congregate on BPS sites. 

What measures will you take for COVID-19 in the coming school 
years when students are back in session?  
BPS will work with the Oakland County Health Division to review health protocols around contagious 

diseases. The protocols will be reviewed and adjusted to address COVID-19 cases prior to a return to school 

to ensure we’re taking the proper precautions to keep our students and staff safe and healthy.  

 

COVID-19 Information  
What do I need to know about COVID-19? 
There are things we can do as a community to limit the spread of COVID-19 and help keep those most 

vulnerable safer. If you think you are sick or someone you care for is sick, visit the CDC website for directions 

on diagnosis and care. You can also visit the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services website for 

details around COVID-19, including information on Community Mitigation Strategies. Practice social 

distancing when you can, and review and exercise the prevention methods below and in the linked PDF. 

The best prevention for COVID-19, and any other virus, such as the cold or flu, is to: 
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● Wash your hands often with soap and warm water for 20 seconds. If not available, use hand 

sanitizer. 

● Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth with unwashed hands. 

● Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or upper sleeve when coughing or sneezing. 

● Avoid handshakes 

● Avoid contact with people who are sick. 

● Remain 6 feet from your peers.  

● If you are sick, please stay home and avoid contact with others.  

Additionally, families and individuals at home can: 

● Learn about the signs and symptoms of COVID-19. Symptoms include fever, cough, and difficulty 

breathing. 

● If you have respiratory symptoms, STAY HOME WHEN YOU ARE SICK. Call your health care provider’s 

office in advance of your visit. 

● Regularly clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces, like doorknobs, keyboards, cell phones, 

and light switches. 

● Communicate and reinforce best practices for washing hands and covering coughs and sneezes. 

● Be prepared if there is COVID-19 in your household or a disruption of daily activities in your 

community. For example, maintain a supply of medications, food, and other essentials in your house. 

Consider alternative shopping options such as curbside pickups or online deliveries. 

● Access services as much as possible online or by phone. 
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