
BPS is committed to Character Education

Honesty/Integrity ~ Respect/Kindness ~ Responsibility/Accountability ~ Positive Attitude

A message from BIRMINGHAM PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Monday, July 19, 2021

Dear BPS Community,

As our new school year approaches, we’d like to provide the community with an update on our full,

five-day return COVID mitigation plans for the 2021-22 school year. These plans also reflect our current

environment and state guidelines, which have the potential to change in the coming months. BPS

administrators will monitor guidance and revisit plans with regularity. Please see the attached

informational sheet providing further clarity around the decision-making process.

In June, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services issued a rescission of emergency

orders, eliminating mask mandates as well as other COVID-19 mitigation measures. BPS implemented

these changes beginning June 22 and will continue to hold these practices into the fall. These practices,

which are for all BPS-run programs, encompassing pre-K through post-secondary, include:

Masks

Masks are recommended by MDHHS, CDC and other health agencies as an effective protection against

COVID-19 for those not vaccinated. Health and state agencies strongly recommend that students in pre-K

through 12 years of age wear a mask, as the vaccination is not yet available to that age group. BPS

encourages unvaccinated individuals to wear masks. However, masks are not required in our facilities

and will not be required this fall. In all circumstances, individuals may still choose to wear a mask in BPS

facilities. BPS will have masks available for those in need.

Masks on Buses

Per state and federal orders at this time, masks are still required on public transportation, including

school buses. All individuals traveling on a BPS bus must wear a mask for the duration of the ride. Masks

will be available on all buses for those that do not have a mask.

https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/2388/7.19.21_BPS_COVID-19%20Mitigation%20Decision%20Makers.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455_98456_103043-562057--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455_98456_103043-562057--,00.html
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/pdf/Mask-Order-CDC_GMTF_01-29-21-p.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/face-masks-public-transportation.html#faq


Daily Health Screening

The District eliminated daily screeners for students in summer programs and will continue without a

daily screener this fall. Students and staff members, or anyone visiting a BPS facility, should stay home if

they are feeling unwell or displaying symptoms of COVID-19. Students will be sent home if they are

running a fever, as is our typical practice. Students should be fever-free for 24 hours before they return

to school.

Physical Distancing

No physical distancing will be in place during the 2021-22 school year.

Vaccinations

The state is not requiring a COVID vaccination at this time. BPS will not require the COVID vaccination to

be in our facilities.

COVID Testing

BPS will not require COVID testing to participate in classroom, athletic or extracurricular activities.

However, state organizations such as MHSAA may require testing for participation in programs at a state

level. Currently, there are no state agencies requiring COVID testing for participation at that level. We will

continue to monitor guidance in this area.

Quarantines and Oakland County Health Division Partnership

Seating charts will be used in classrooms where possible to assist with contact tracing requests from the

Oakland County Health Division (OCHD). BPS will not be offering these lists, but will continue to work

collaboratively with OCHD should they request this information, as we did during and prior to COVID-19.

As was typical during and prior to COVID-19, quarantines are issued by the Oakland County Health

Division.

Alerting Families to COVID

Should a case of COVID be noted within a BPS classroom, a letter will be sent home alerting families to

the case. BPS would provide information to OCHD, should it be requested. BPS will not share the name

or identity of the individual with COVID to the public, adhering to FERPA and HIPAA guidelines.

Temperature checks

Beginning June 14, daily temperature checks were eliminated by BPS and will not be reinstituted in the

fall. There will be no required temperature check for students, staff or visitors, but temperatures may be

taken should someone present with possible fever symptoms, as was pre-COVID practice.



Lockers

BPS students attending schools with lockers will have access to lockers again this school year. Information

on lockers will be shared from building principals as part of back to school messaging.

Visitors

Beginning with our summer programs, visitors were permitted to enter the building to drop off and pick

up their students. This practice will continue. Visitors are encouraged to maintain social distance

between themselves and others while in the building. Visitors do not need to complete a screener prior

to entering a building for drop off and pick-up and masks are not required.

Cleaning Frequency and Air Quality

BPS will continue to clean high-touch points throughout the day and maintain thorough cleaning

procedures in buildings each evening. When a case of COVID-19 is found to be present in our facility, BPS

will implement a deeper cleaning procedure that evening, which includes Electrostatic Spraying with

approved QT-3 disinfectant within the affected facility. Prior to reopening in the fall of 2020, BPS installed

new MERV-13 filters and provided other alternatives to air filtration where MERV-13s weren’t possible.

These changes remain in place today.

Plexiglass

Plexiglass removal began this summer and will not be in place once school begins. Plexiglass barriers will

still be available upon request.

We recognize and understand that families and individuals have varying views on COVID-19 and the

mitigation steps taken in our schools and communities. As we enter into the fall and strive to keep our

buildings healthy for our staff and students, we will continue to share information from CDC and MDHHS

on recommended practices. In all instances, BPS is committed to supporting warm and welcoming

environments within our school communities. No individual should be subject to discrimination around

their choice to wear a mask or vaccination preference. We hope we can all work to support one another

and remain healthy throughout 2021-22 and beyond.

Sincerely,

BPS Central Leadership Team

Quick reference to Decision-Makers document and state and local contacts

https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/2388/7.19.21_BPS_COVID-19%20Mitigation%20Decision%20Makers.pdf

