
Thursday, April 2, 2020 
 
 
Dear BPS Families, 
 
This morning, Governor Whitmer issued an executive order that ends face-to-face 
instruction for the remainder of the 2019-2020 academic year. We know this is a 
heartbreaking loss to students, staff and families, while necessary to protect ourselves 
and each other in this extraordinary public health crisis. While we are sharing below 
the preliminary information we have at this time, know that we will work to 
address guidelines released today and communicate to our families as we have 
more information. Thank you for being flexible and understanding as we navigate this 
emergency. Your health and wellbeing continue to be our first priority. We understand 
the challenges of families trying to stay connected to their schools, workplaces, 
extended families and community circles.  
 
Timeline 
After Spring Break, BPS will launch a new online learning program. 

• Staff members from every area of our District remain committed and are working 
to support our kids in this online environment. 

• At this time, we are anticipating starting this new online model on April 15. 
However, state guidance requires our plan to be written and submitted to our 
local Oakland Intermediate School District (ISD) for approval. The application 
will not be available until Friday, April 3. Our local ISD must be ready to review 
applications by Wednesday, April 8. 

• These orders may delay our April 15 launch. We will communicate changes 
as soon as we have the information. 

In recent weeks, our staff has worked to remain engaged with students. Thank you for 
supporting their efforts by helping your children log into online learning environments 
that may be new to you and to them. As the decisions made at the national and state 
level regarding education have changed rapidly, adjustments are still being made. Until 
now, Birmingham teachers have provided enrichment activities for students. 
 
What to expect 
With the latest comments made by Governor Whitmer this morning, our approach to 
learning at home will change. Schools have been ordered to remain closed for the 
remainder of this school year. As we go into our scheduled Spring Break week, 
teachers are developing online learning plans that will include three key components. 

• Students will engage in learning and instruction that advance our curriculum and 
to address essential learning standards and units with an expectation of 
participation for the rest of this year. 

• Students will receive, complete and submit assignments through Google 
Classrooms or other means that are specific to their class, teacher or course. 



Teachers will provide meaningful feedback to students on the work they 
complete.  

• Students will participate regularly in Google chats, text exchanges in live Google 
documents or in virtual meetings with their teachers. Teachers will provide 
students and parents with a schedule of these meetings. Depending on grade-
level, sessions will be for the purpose of morning meetings, learning or to offer 
support through question-and-answer sessions.  

Additionally, as a District, we will include the following in our plan submitted to our local 
ISD. 

• Students will be provided continued social-emotional supports and we will remain 
focused on their wellbeing throughout this closure. 

• Student transcripts will not be harmed as a result of this closure. 
• We will work within state guidelines to prepare students to move to the next 

grade level or graduate, with structures in place to address additional learning 
needs, including potential special education needs, once face-to-face 
instruction returns. 

Teachers are collaborating to make the best decisions possible to address essential 
learning standards and units of study. Individual teacher Google Classrooms will include 
co-teachers. This approach will give teachers a colleague who can assist should 
anyone need support due to personal circumstances.  
 
Our Specialized Instruction and Student Services (SISS) department continues their 
work to address accommodations or modifications. SISS staff are preparing to reach out 
to families individually to address needs. While some accommodations no longer apply 
or need adjustments in these virtual settings, we will continue to support all of our 
students as best we can.  
 
We know you still may have questions. Please visit our Teaching and Learning 
page and review our FAQ document on our COVID-19 website and submit any 
questions you may have so that we can provide answers. The FAQ includes sections on 
graduation, Specialized Services, spring sports and the online learning platforms. 
 
Resources 
Specific details important for your child’s learning will come from the BPS Online Guide 
for Families and from your child’s teachers. The Online Learning Guide will be 
released following the ISD approval of our online learning plan. Online learning will 
look and feel very different, and we are focused on doing everything possible to be sure 
students are prepared for the next grade or the next course. Our primary goals are 
student health and success. With that in mind, teachers will be reaching out to students 
who are not showing regular participation in Google Classroom assignments. 
 
The Birmingham Public Schools website continues to be a resource for the community. 
Updates are posted as new resources related to COVID-19 become available. This site 



also includes social-emotional resources and enrichment links. 
 
The wellbeing of our entire Birmingham learning community is at the forefront of every 
decision being made. We are aware that students, families and staff may be dealing 
with illness, illness of family members or other extenuating circumstances managing this 
new landscape. We will all need to keep this in mind as we continue to support learning 
and connections with students. With the continued empathy and kindness witnessed 
thus far, we are confident that the year will end on a positive note. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mark Dziatczak 
Superintendent 
Birmingham Public Schools 

	


