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____________________________________________________________________________ 
Welcome to English 11! This course combines a study of composition with a foundation in literary and nonfiction 

readings. We look forward to seeing you for the 2019-2020 school year. As you are aware, the English Department 

asks students to read certain books over the summer as preparation for the school year. Why should we read? There 

are a million reasons why, but this site does a nice job of explaining ten benefits of reading: 

http://www.lifehack.org/articles/lifestyle/10-benefits-reading-why-you-should-read-everyday.html.  

 

Pick two books that you haven’t read before and read them. What should you read? It’s your choice. Read novels 

and/or nonfiction books. Read a poetry or short story collection. The only requirements are that your book must be 

age-appropriate (e.g., nope, Dr. Seuss doesn’t count) and school-appropriate. If you’re worried about your choices, 

email your English 11 teacher at the address at the top of the page.  

 

During the first week of this course, you will be discussing your choice books that you read over the summer. The 

written response for summer reading is due on the first day of class. Enjoy your summer reading!  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Part I. READ  
Read two books of your choice. Of course, we hope you read dozens of books this summer, but we’ll focus on two 

of them. Award-nominated books are usually a good bet because, after all, they got nominated for a reason. Find an 

award-nominated book on one of these lists:  

 

 Pulitzer: http://www.pulitzer.org/prize-winners-categories (Links on bottom: “Fiction” and “General 

Nonfiction” are your best bets.)  

 

 National Book Award-Fiction: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Book_Award_for_Nonfiction 

 

 National Book Award-Nonfiction: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Book_Award_for_Nonfiction 

 

 Man Booker-Fiction: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_winners_and_shortlisted_authors_of_the_Booker_Prize_for_Fiction 

 

Or if you’re looking for a novel aimed at teens, there are dozens of good options on the next three lists. Note, 

however, that a few of these are aimed at younger audiences and may not be age-appropriate for 11th grade:  

 

 https://www.amazon.com/100-Young-Adult-Books-to-Read-in-a-

Lifetime/b?ie=UTF8&node=11424451011 

 

 https://www.buzzfeed.com/ariannarebolini/best-ya-books-of-all-

time?utm_term=.plrAzMnrRp#.ggmgKvBGA4 

 

 http://www.listchallenges.com/npr-100-best-ever-teen-novels 

 

Part II. WRITE  

The questions on the back are a guide to help you in reflecting on your books. Answer two of the 

following journal questions (in typed form*) for each of your books, for a total of four. This assignment 

is due for a grade on the first day of your English 11A class. Please have a hard copy along with it being 

accessible as a Microsoft Word or Google Document for you to upload into turnitin.com. 

The questions are on the back.  
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Journal Questions:  

1. Who is the major character? What is he or she like? What values does he or she hold? What are 

his or her concerns about life, or his or her condition? What does he or she say? How does he or 

she behave that is in keeping with his or her character?  

2. What is the setting of the book? In what ways can you see it as important? How does it reflect 

or affect the action in the book?  

3. What is the main conflict in the story? Character vs. character, vs. nature, vs. himself, vs. 

society, vs. machine, vs. unknown, etc.? State the specific conflict on your particular piece of 

literature and explain it. Can you predict the outcome of the conflict yet? Try guessing based on 

facts from the story.  

4. Are the events believable? Why? Why not?  

5. Write down any striking words, images, phrases, or details. Speculate about them. Why did the 

author choose them? What did they add to the story? Why did you notice them? Copy new 

vocabulary words from the novel and respond to them by the use of context clues or a dictionary.  

6. Who are the minor characters? What is important about them? What are their relationships to 

the major character like? How do they add to the story?  

7. What themes do you see emerging? How do these themes apply to your life? What is the 

author saying about the subject matter?  

8. Does the story as a whole create a certain mood or feeling? What is the mood or feeling and 

how is it created? Are you amused, frightened, intrigued, etc.?  

9. Can you relate to a character? Why? Why not?  

10. Compare something in the book to your own experience or something you know. This could 

be another book, movie, character, or just something that has happened to you personally that the 

novel reminds you of.  

11. Write about something that perplexes you. Try beginning, “I wonder why…” Or, “I am 

having trouble understanding how…” Or, “It perplexes me that…” Or, “I was surprised when…”  

12. What is your assessment of the book? Would you recommend it to another person? Why or 

why not?  

13. What one event in the storyline do you think is the turning point? Why?  

14. What can you say about the author’s style of writing? Do you enjoy it? Why or why not?  

15. What would you change about the book (character, setting, plot, etc.)? Does something bother 

you about the book? Explain.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Optional: (Earn up to 5 extra credit points) 

 

Please consider the following link for chances to read more essays and articles, while entering a weekly 

contest for The New York Times 10th Annual Summer Reading Contest. The contest begins June 14, 2019 

and ends on August 23, 2019. If you’re entering, forward your “proof” email from the New York 

Times to your teacher to receive credit.  

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/11/learning/the-10th-annual-new-york-times-summer-reading-contest-

june-14-aug23-2019.html 

 

*Format. All of your writings should be typed, formatted in Times New Roman size 12 font, double-

spaced with standard margins. Writings will be scored on depth of thought, analysis, organization, use of 

specific examples to support your primary claim, and control of language (i.e., lack of grammatical, 

usage, and mechanical errors). The responses are due the first day of class. Be prepared to share your 

work in small or large group settings. Remember to save all of your work, as it will be used during the 

trimester and for www.turnitin.com purposes as well.  
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