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#2 – Other Curriculum Areas 
The World Language Department supports students in the acquisition of essential skills and knowledge by 
providing opportunities for linguistic and cultural proficiency and competence. Our work is based on the 
National Standards from the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, commonly known 
as the 5 C’s:  
 

 Communication 

 Cultures 

 Connections 

 Comparisons 

 Communities 
 
In addition, our courses have specific expectations regarding student proficiency, based on ACTFL’s 
Proficiency Guidelines. For example, students are expected to be rated at the Novice Mid level at the end 
of their first year of language study, while the expectation for students who complete the Advanced 
Placement program are expected to be rated at the Advanced Low level. According to ACFL, students who 
show evidence of Advanced level proficiency are more likely to score a 5 on the AP exam.  
 
World languages are offered in an experience-based model, as opposed to a grade-based model. This 
means that students in any particular language class will not necessarily be in the same grade. For 
example, an incoming 9th grader can enroll in Level 3 of a language if they come with two years’ experience 
from the middle school. Conversely, an upper-class student may be enrolled in a Level 1 course if they do 
not have any prior academic experience in that particular language. In our district, students can take world 
language courses for high-school credit beginning in 6th grade, and can potentially take language courses 
without interruption through the end of their senior year.  
 
#3 – Instructional Methods, Interventions, and Assessments 
The World Language Department uses an Instructed Second Language Acquisition method of instruction. 
This is a hybrid approach that combines direct instruction on vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, 
culture, etc., with principles of natural language acquisition, task-based learning, and content-based 
instruction. In addition, teachers use scaffolding and spiraling principles to revisit previous learning, as 
well as to help students build linguistic and cultural capacity.  
 
World-language teachers use data to help in making curricular and pacing decisions. They routinely 
engage students in formative assessments, measure comprehension and skill acquisition on a daily basis, 
and make instructional decisions accordingly. In addition, they use summative data, such as common final 
exams, to inform on the overall success of the language program, to initiate curricular or pacing 
adjustments if necessary, and to ensure that all students have an opportunity to be successful learners.  
 
The Department has been proactive in working with low performing students, as well as with high 
achievers. Students who perform at advanced levels offer tutoring opportunities to students who are 
having difficulties with the coursework. The Seaholm chapter of the Spanish National Honor Society offers 
student-to-student support in the building, as well as to younger students at our elementary schools. We 
are looking to grow in this area, by adding honor societies for the other spoken languages in the building: 
Chinese and French.  


