
BCS PTA Meeting 

April 8th, 2021 via Zoom 

 

1. Attendees: Donna Kramer, Kathleen Meyers, Katie Pearce, Torri Calver, Thao Anderson, Jason 
Hill, Alaina Pardonnet, Selin Arslan, Amanda Albritton 

2. Call to order: 13:35 
3. Approval of March Minutes:  

a. Motion to approve by Torri 
b. Second by Jason 
c. MPU 

4. Treasurer's report, Thao and Katie 
a. We have about $75K in unrestricted cash, which means it’s not allocated to other 

budget items 
b. Total BoA balance is $86K 
c. Funding to date as of March 31st: $42,500 
d. $5900 total in Blast revenue so far. 
e. Spending: 

i. ~$9,000 in Feb and ~$5,000 in March 
ii. $4230 for the community read 

iii. Purchased some Engage and Technology supplies. 
iv. Blast costs so far have been very low. 
v. A few hundred dollars here and there for technology expenses by the teachers 

from the money we set aside for this. 
f. There’s quite a bit of money that’s been allocated but hasn’t been spent, so the staff 

and committee chairs will be reminded to spend these funds before the year is over. 
g. We still have money allocated for social events that are possibly not going to happen 

now.  
i. Have >$400 leftover from Spring conference dinner. 

ii. Have ~$4500 for Science Olympiad unspent. 
iii. Have money from the 5/6 dance that won’t be happening, too. 
iv. Last year’s 8th graders had money set aside for a volleyball court; that money is 

still there. The project needed approval before moving forward, but COVID hit 
and that approval and project have not taken place. Jason will follow up with 
this year’s 8th grade coordinators. 

v. Would like to move $450 over from Spring Conference dinner to staff 
appreciation.  

1. Have a kids club room that could be temporarily set up for a nice 
planning room. 

2. Thao has been doing more research on non-profit practices. Gift cards 
are considered the same as giving cash, which is not appropriate 
according to the IRS.  



3. Would like to explore other 3rd party vendors to collect and distribute 
the gifts, so the money comes directly from the parents to the staff 
without going through the PTA budget. 

4. On the PTA side, we could focus more on physical gifts to the teachers. 
5. We could look more at the staff lounge instead of doing a separate 

room that would only be used temporarily or purchasing new things for 
this extra room for now then use those to replace furniture in the main 
staff lounge later when the room gets reclaimed. 

6. General feeling is that money would be well spent and much 
appreciated by updating the staff lounge. 

7. There will be some other activities for staff appreciation week as well. 
vi. For the money set aside for the ice cream social, could we have an ice cream or 

treat truck present for lunch/recess?  
vii. Wacky Recess – have money in this line item as well – but everything is so far 

behind, teaching will be happening until the very end. 
viii. Will bring item vi. and vii. to the Room Parent Coordinators for brainstorming 

about these ideas.  
1. Would be great to make a few recesses extra fun to help wrap up the 

year.  
2. Would maybe need to coordinate some people to run it, but Jason 

might be able to run it with the help of a parent or two. He just needs a 
date. 

3. Would need some chest freezers for back-stock. 
4. Jason says they should be able to make this happen. 

ix. Maybe we can pass out treats at a material-pick-up day as well for the virtual 
students. 

h. Community Outreach budget, $2000: 
i. This bucket is used for things like the open house. 

ii. We had put quite a bit of money into this budget to send postcards to advertise 
the open house, which didn’t happen this year. 

iii. Would rather use this money for teacher appreciation and save the 5/6 dance 
money to do something for the 5/6 graders. 

i. Proposal from Katie: 
i. Move $2457 from Community Outreach and Spring conference dinner leftover 

money to Staff Appreciation. 
ii. Second by Donna 

iii. MPU 
j. Could we give the 5/6 Dance budget to the 5/6 room parent coordinators to do 

something fun for the 5/6 students? Yes.  
i. Selin will take this to her next meeting.  

ii. Want to have all classes do the same thing rather than different things for each 
class. 

k. 8th grade celebration: 



i. Have money for the celebration, but not sure if there will be enough money for 
a gift since they didn’t have income from bagel sales.  

l. Other ideas for extra money: 
i. A walking path around the grounds 

ii. Little toys for something fun to do for a special recess or adding to the 
playground toys. Example: corn hole, Frisbee golf targets 

iii. Pavilion with benches or picnic tables – outdoor classroom or lunch hang-out 
place  

m. End of the Year gifts: 
i. Room parents are organizing gifts for teachers. 

ii. PTA will organize gifts for co-curriculars with a 3rd party system, but we should 
have school leadership divide and distribute the money. 

iii. Room parents should set up through the same 3rd party system; no more using 
personal Venmo or Paypal accounts. 

iv. Other schools have used GiftCrowd for staff gifts 
1. No users could see other users gift amounts 
2. No gift-recipients could see what other recipients received 
3. All teachers and staff can be selected in the system and the amounts to 

each customized. 
4. The experience has been that the amounts ended up pretty even 

between staff members 
v. Would be nice to find a way to have the kids tip the janitorial staff, too. 

vi. Decision: we will use GiftCrowd this year. Donna will set it up and include all 
staff. 

5. Co-Chairs Report: 
a. We’ve discussed the Blast already. 
b. Staff appreciation week: 

i. Sign up genius will go out for ‘stock the staff room’ 
ii. Will also have coffee and donuts 

c. Might have a vacant position at treasurer but have someone interested. Katie and Thao 
will invite her to the next meeting and to sit in on the budget meeting. 

d. We need to put together the slate for next year’s PTA board and present at the next 
meeting. 

i. Treasurers: Mariani Rahman and Katie Pearce 
ii. Co-chairs: Kathleen Meyers, Torri Calver, Donna Kramer, Amanda Albritton 

iii. Secretary: Alaina Pardonnet 
6. Adjourn: 15:11 


