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2017-2018 Course Descriptions – Grade 7 
 

REQUIRED COURSES 
 
Social Studies (all year every day) 
Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences (geography, history, civics, and economics) to prepare 
students to become responsible citizens.  Course studies include: The Core Democratic Values, Basic Economic 
Reasoning and Principals, South America, Europe, Russia, Canada, the United States, Oceania, Australia and 
Career Planning. 
 
Language Arts (all year every day) 
Seventh Grade English Language Arts develops strength in reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills.   
Areas of study include:  Grammar/Writing Conventions, Novels, Research and MLA Citation, Drama and Poetry, 
Major Papers/Journals/Close Reading with Textual Evidence, and Mythology. 
 
Science (all year every day) 
The seventh grade science curriculum is aligned with the Michigan Curriculum Framework Science Content 
Benchmarks and includes units in earth, life, and physical sciences.  Major topics include: weather factors and 
patterns, light and sound, elements and the periodic table, and basic biology discovering cells and cell 
processes…. and more.  Science will be taught and reinforced with an emphasis in many hands-on and minds-on 
labs/projects/activities. 
 
Mathematics (all year every day) 
This program is a broad, concept-driven curriculum that reflects the full breadth of relevant mathematics in our 
society with connections to real life and its interrelationships with technology.  The program is built on five overall 
goals for the students: learning to value mathematics, becoming confident in their ability, becoming a mathematical 
problem solver, learning to communicate mathematically, and learning to reason mathematically. The seventh 
grade curriculum concentrates on proportional reasoning, including: integers, ratios, mastery of fractions, applying 
algebraic properties, recognizing and representing linear relationships in a variety of forms, and the fundamentals 
of algebraic and geometric concepts. 
 
Physical Education and Health (semester or all year every other day if you have a Vocal/Instrumental Course) 

Students will experience a higher level of skill development and play in lifetime sports such as basketball, volleyball, 
swimming, soccer, and softball.  These skills will be used in both competitive activities and non-competitive task 
related challenges.  Physical fitness activities will also be incorporated into all units, as well as personal/social skills 
needed to be active for a lifetime.  Health curriculum components that focus on decision-making skills, substance 
use/abuse and reproductive health will be taught in a classroom environment during this course as well. 

 
ELECTIVE COURSES 

 
World Language – Spanish-1B, French-1B, or Japanese-1B (semester)  
(Prerequisite: Sixth Grade World Language) 
Students will continue their studies of French/Japanese/Spanish language and culture from the sixth grade.  This is 
a semester course that will meet daily for a full class period.  Successful completion of this class allows students to 
go on to eighth grade French/Japanese/ Spanish.  Studying a world language in grades 6  though 8 is important for 
students who plan to benefit from taking an AP language course in high school.    
 
Forensics (semester) 
In this class students will improve their public speaking skills.  Students will prepare and present from the Public 
Address & Oral Interpretive categories. 
 
Skills For Living (semester) 
In a variety of tasty lab experiences, 7th & 8th grade students will be exposed to food preparation skills, nutritional 
choices, and positive social skills.  Students will practice decision-making skills in meal planning and in choosing 
lab experiences for both home and school.  Students will apply new skills in the creation of an individual sewing 
project.  Safety, technology, and communication skills will be integrated throughout the course. 
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Skills For Success (semester) 
This class focuses on three major areas needed for success in life: consumer, social, and nutritional well-being.  
During approximately ½ of the semester, students will participate in various kitchen labs focusing on cooking 
techniques and teamwork.  They will have the opportunity to build consumer skills and to explore careers that fit 
them and their goals. 
  
Adventures in Art (semester) 
This course offers students a comprehensive art experience with detailed explorations in the classics, such as: 
painting, drawing, printmaking, ceramics, sculpture, graphic design, and crafts.  In addition to gaining confidence 
and proficiency working with a variety of mediums, students will learn about the history, analysis, and interpretation 
of art. Lessons focus on material use, design theory, historical and cultural influences, and an introduction to the 
process of the aesthetic merit of selected works of art. Sample projects may include, but are not limited to: self 
portraits, color theory, refining drawing skills, printmaking, plaster, and the formation of sculptural objects. 
 
Art by Design (semester) 
This course will focus on how to create good design using the Elements and Principles of Art.  Artists do this when 
they design and improve upon products we use every day.  Posters, brochures, flyers, and magazine and 
newspaper advertisements are all created by graphic artists.  Students will create projects revolving around design 
for both new and existing products using traditional art media.  This class may be repeated as projects are changed 
to meet student needs. 
 
Exploration in Art (semester) 
This course continues to form the foundation for further attitudes and the development of artistic skills and 
techniques. The units of study include a focus on design elements, art production, aesthetics, art history, and art 
criticism.  The focus will include contemporary artists, both living and working today, as well as a primary focus on 
three-dimensional artworks. Lessons are designed to help students develop perceptual awareness and critical 
thinking skills.  Using a variety of materials such as found objects, recycled materials, paper, glass, clay, metals, 
plastics, fabric, and plaster, we will primarily create expressive works of 3D art. 
 
Engage (semester) 
The design and purpose of this course is to provide a collaborative space for students to inquire, design and create 
through inquiry-based learning. Students will explore questions, challenges, topics or technologies of interest, at 
their own pace, and in directions of their choosing with the guidance of the teacher. Students will plan and reflect on 
their creations, processes, successes and difficulties through multimodal learning. The goal of this program is to 
prepare students for global learning opportunities by engaging their interest and imagination in science, technology, 
engineering, arts and math. Students will develop their cognitive processes of analysis, comparison, inference, 
evaluation, and synthesis applied to a range of academic domains and problem solving contexts.  
 
Exploring Engineering (semester) 
The exploring engineering technology program is divided into two major areas of exploration.  The first major area 
is a ten-week session within our modular classroom.  During this ten-week session, the students will learn the 
fundamentals of drafting and design using our Computer Aided Drafting and Design (CADD) software.  Students 
will also spend time exploring different areas of technology throughout our modular classroom ranging from graphic  
 
design to writing programs on the CAM/CNC Mill.  Each one of these many stations offers the students a new and 
exciting experience.  All of these concepts will be linked into the second ten-week session in the material 
processing and development lab.  In the lab, students will build objects to be tested, analyzed, and produced in our 
facility.  The major projects in this session are the CO2 Race Car and the Gumball Machine.  Students will have the 
opportunity to use a variety of materials, machines, and hand tools with safety being our number one concern.  This 
course may be repeated because projects are changed and modified to meet the needs of the students. 
 
Applied Engineering (semester) 
The applied engineering technology program is a twenty-week experience where several different areas of 
technology will be explored.  The course is designed for any student who would like to further apply their skills in 
the exciting field of engineering.  This class will explore major areas such as design, simple and complex machines, 
robotics, and research development.  A strong emphasis will be placed on problem solving activities in which both 
individual and group efforts are developed.  Students will be expected to demonstrate their understanding of the 
above areas through various tools such as CADD, Legos, project packets, and various other hands-on materials 
used throughout the course. The major projects in this class are the Cardboard Chair, the Catapult, the Mouse Trap 
Car, and the Robotic Arm.  This course may be repeated because projects are changed and modified to meet the 
needs of the students. 
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Computer Aided Drafting and Design (CADD) (semester) 
The CADD class is designed to help prepare the engineers of tomorrow.  Students acquire and develop technical 
skills in mechanical drawing, technical writing, problem solving, and product presentation.  This class is designed 
for those students considering a field of engineering in their future.  Throughout this class students will learn the 
fundamentals of drafting, our CADD software program, our Prodesktop software, technical writing, and how to 
complete several different types of drawings.  This course may be repeated because projects are changed and 
modified to meet the needs of the students. 
 
Strategies (semester) 
Students will investigate a variety of strategies, which will help them develop habits to be successful, both in and 
out of school, as life-long learners.  Strategy skills to be explored are:  reading, listening, making presentations, 
self-management, problem solving, and test taking. 
 
Theatre Arts (semester) 
Theater Arts, a one-semester elective for 7th and 8th graders, is an activity-based course. The objectives are for 
students to gain knowledge and experience in performing and to improve communication skills. The emphasis is on 
participation, individually and in groups.  Students will create and perform improvisations and scripted scenes 
applying the skills and knowledge gained in the course.  The students will participate in pantomimes; the use of 
voice, improvisations, extemporaneous activates, and planned performances. 

 

Music Options 
 
Choir 7 (all year every other day) 
This intermediate choir is open to all students; previous middle school choir experience is not required for this 
group.  A moderate performance schedule, including out of school travel can be expected.  This choir prepares 
students for the 8th grade and high school choral programs.  A wide variety of music from pop and folk to classical, 
oldies, and Broadway will be studied.  Participation in choir festival is required at this level.  Participation in solo-
ensemble is encouraged at this level.  Attendance is required at all choir performances.    
 
Advanced Band (all year every other day) 
The concentration is on refining the basic music skills: tone production, rhythmic accuracy, and technical fluency. 
Students are expected to participate in four or five out-of-school performances.  Participation in band festival is 
required at this level.  Participation in solo-ensemble is encouraged at this level.  Daily practice is expected and 
attendance is required at all full band performances. 
 
Advanced Orchestra (all year every other day) 
The Seventh Grade Orchestra is open to all students who have previous experience playing a string instrument, 
and who want to have fun making music!  Playing in orchestra improves your rhythmic accuracy, bowing, tuning, 
shifting, and vibrato.  Students will participate in approximately four (4) performance opportunities throughout the 
year. Class requirements include: averaging twenty (20) minutes of practice daily, some written 
assignments, bi-monthly playing tests, and attendance at all performances.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


