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MICROPHONES 

 
DEFINITION: In simple language, microphones convert changes in air ___________ (sound) to 
_______________ impulses. 
 
POLAR PATTERN - a _____________ or diagram showing where a microphone picks up sound 
 
OMNIDIRECTIONAL - A microphone which has essentially the same sensitivity to sound from 
_____ direction. 
 
BIDIRECTIONAL - A microphone which has equal sensitivity at the ________ and _________, 
with extreme rejection on the _________. 
 
UNIDIRECTIONAL (Cardioid) - A _________-shaped sensitivity area is found in this microphone 
and it only picks up sound from ________ side. 
 
SUPERCARDIOID - A variation of the cardioid, but with the addition of a small rear lobe area that 
adds an ________ area of sound sensitivity. 
 
HYPERCARDIOID - A further variation of the cardioid, with a more ____________ angle of sound 
acceptance in the front and wider rejection in the rear. 
 
DYNAMIC - A microphone considered to be the most ___________ and therefore, most often 
used.  We use it in the studios here, at Seaholm. 
 
CONDENSER - A microphone which is more ______________ and less ________ than dynamics, 
but considered by many to have superior sound quality. 
 
RIBBON - A microphone which responds to the difference in sound pressure between the front 
and back of a thin metal _____________ suspended in the gap of a magnetic circuit. The ribbon 
is delicate, so this mike can be damaged by loud noise or weather elements. 
 
HANDHELD - a microphone designed to be held by a performer or interviewer-the case is 
mechanically built to ___________ handling, and wind noise. 
 
LAPEL/LAVALIER – This is a very small, compact condenser microphone which is clipped to 
lapels, ties or other articles of clothing.  It’s hands free and less __________________ than the 
older lavaliers that hung by a cord around the neck. 
 
WIRELESS - A microphone with a built-in (or belt-pack) transmitter, allowing the performer total 
_________________ of _________________ within range of the radio receiver. 
 
SHOTGUN - Super or Hypercardioid microphone with a long _____________shape. 
 
WINDSCREEN- Foam rubber covering for microphone to __________ it from wind noise. Also 
know as a “zeppelin”. 
 



SHOCK MOUNT- Holds microphone and isolates it from mechanical ________________. 
 
BOOM - Long horizontal _________with shock-mounted hanger on one end. 
 
MOUSE - Small, cellular foam housing used to hold microphone at floor or table level. 
 
MIXER - Combines___________ together to produce one ____________. 
 
LEVEL - ________________ or magnitude of an audio signal. 
 
NOISE - _____________ sound. 
 
DISTORTION - A change in the audio signal that produces a _______________ not in the original 
signal. 
 
FEEDBACK - High pitched wail that occurs when the sound from the speakers, ______________ 
back into the microphone. You can halt it temporarily by covering the microphone, but you 
should try to keep the speakers and the microphone far enough apart. 
 
REVERBERATION - Sound _________ off walls in a large stadium setting. 
 
DO’S AND DON’T 
 
Don’t… 

1. ____________ into the microphone 
2. Speak too ________________ to the microphone 
3. Walk back and forth in front of a _____________ microphone 
4. Talk into a microphone that is not properly set for your __________ 
5. Listen to yourself talk if you’re in a place that _____________  
6. Cough, sneeze or spit into a microphone 
7. Twist, throttle or shake the microphone _____________ 

 
Do… 

1. Talk in a normal, _______________ tone of voice 
2. Use normal ______________ and __________expressions  
3. Concentrate on the ____________ of the words, rather than the words themselves 
4. Listen to your voice if you’re not in a place that ___________ 
5. Adjust the microphone to fit your _______________ 
6. Stand directly ______________ the microphone 
7. Stand back farther if you need to ____________ the volume of your voice 
8. Turn your head away from the microphone when you need to cough or sneeze 

 


