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Nicholas Karpinsky, Seaholm Music Teacher

Staff Feature:

Ralph Daniel Hickmott
As Ralph Daniel Hickmott
approaches nearly a decade of teaching
within BPS, he can safely say he’s
impacted the lives of many learners.
Derby Middle School welcomed
Hickmott in 2011 as a Math and
Language Arts teacher for grades sixth,
seventh and eighth. Today, Hickmott
also serves as the Digital Media
Production teacher, which encompasses
the newspaper and broadcast
components of Derby.
“My original pursuit was engineering at Michigan Technological
University,” he said. “As much as I appreciated and enjoyed my
experience within that profession, education was something that
lingered in the back of my mind going back to sixth grade. My passion
for education was inspired by my teacher, Mrs. Bara. I was a student
who challenged many teachers, but Mrs. Bara challenged me back. She
was pivotal in motivating my move into education.”
Mrs. Bara pushed Hickmott to do something “meaningful and
fulfilling” with his life, and he has not taken her challenge lightly.
Today, Hickmott not only serves in the classroom, but reaches outside
of the school day to coach the girls track team, directs the Derby
Talent Show and provides audio/video/DJ tech services for many
other activities. He also sponsors the competitive gaming club and
runs tech-related clubs such as Raspberry Pi and retro-gaming – a
hobby of his own that he’s passionate about. He’s balanced his work
with snowboarding and biking as well as pursuits in photography and
videography.
Looking to learn more? Follow Hickmott’s classroom experiences on
Twitter at @MrHickmott.

November 2018

Scanner features
We’re looking for classroom
and staff features for Scanner.
If you know of a great project
or activity happening at your
school or in a classroom, let
us know! Give yourself or
your colleague a moment
to shine and share the great
things we’re doing together to
help the young people of our
district.
Scanner is also looking for
colleagues to feature each
month on our cover. We know
the BPS team is more than
just what’s on our resume. If
you know a coworker with an
interesting perspective, let us
know so they can help inspire
others.
With more than a dozen
buildings and over 1,000
employees, help us make the
BPS family a little closer.
Contact Anne Cron at acron@
birmingham.k12.mi.us with
suggested staff and classroom
features.
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District administration on the loose!
John Silveri, Interim Superintendent

Although it doesn’t seem possible, we’re already turning the calendar to
November. As I begin my fifth month as Interim Superintendent I continue
to be grateful for the opportunity to lead BPS during this time of transition.
As a “retiree” who thought the day-to-day work of a District leader was in
my past, I am relishing this opportunity to interact with, watch and learn
from so many amazing students and outstanding professionals throughout
the District.
This connection has recently been strengthened as our Central
Leadership Team and I have become more intentional in our efforts to
be present and visible in buildings and classrooms. We are committed
to having these building visits become the norm versus something that
happens only on occasion.
I continue to encourage you to let us know if there is a particular
lesson or activity you would like for us to see or even participate in.
Already, we’ve received many invitations that we’ve been all too happy
to take advantage of whenever possible. I am writing this shortly after AP
Government teacher Barbara Harte extended an invitation to participate in
the mock mid-term election they were holding at Seaholm. It was a pleasure
meeting Barb and her students, hearing the students describe the process
and the purpose behind this activity, and seeing the enthusiasm of students
as they fulfilled their civic responsibility, albeit as a mock exercise. Most
encouraging was hearing from seniors who are 18 years old and eagerly
looking forward to voting for the first time. You can see the results via the
following link to the Seaholm Highlander:
https://shshighlander.com/2018/10/24/seaholm-votes-in-2018/
As an aside, I promise to be wearing my BPS badge when visiting.
I learned my lesson when I recently strolled into an elementary school
classroom, trench coat over my arm, where the teacher didn’t recognize
me and saw no ID. I didn’t want to disrupt her lesson and didn’t identify
myself. Little did I know, as she later told her principal, that she considered
throwing a stapler at the stranger in her room. I suppose I would have
deserved it! I now wear my badge at all times for my own protection.
It bears repeating that we truly appreciate the great work you do on a
daily basis, from the ordinary to the extraordinary, as we are seeing first
hand. We’re thoroughly enjoying being more actively engaged in this work
and know that it will help us continue to learn and grow as leaders. We
hope you’re finding it to be beneficial as well.
Sincerely,

John Silveri, Interim Superintendent

Greetings from retiree:
Have something you want to share
or are you a retiree who wants to
add your email address?
Contact Anne Cron at
ACron@birmingham.k12.mi.us. or
33026.

Congratulations!
We encourage you to submit
personal accomplishments (birth,
marriage, engagement). These
must be sent from your work email
address.
Contact Anne Cron at
acron@birmingham.k12.mi.us.
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Kudos to staff
Seaholm Principal Kyle Hall appeared on Making A Difference: The
Community House Birmingham, which aired on BCTV this summer. Hall
shared her journey as a principal as a guest on the show.
Congratulations to Robin Moten, English and Flex teacher at Seaholm,
on her recently published article, Teaching Social Justice in the Trump
Era. The article examines Moten’s approaches in the classroom and
the importance of facilitating authentic conversations. The article was
published in October and can be found on the Teachers College Record
website.
Briona McKinney, a Autism Spectrum Disorder teacher, was featured
on the CPI website www.crisisprevention.com in a podcast recorded this
summer. In the podcast, McKinney retraces her steps that led her to the
halls of Harlan Elementary 11 years ago.
Congratulations to Physical
Education teachers Chris
Manchester (BCS), Bill
Johansson (BCS), Derek
DiGiovanni (Greenfield) and Tim
Price (Harlan). The four took home
the Championship Title in the Troy
Recreational Softball League on
Oct. 10, 2018. This is the first year
the four colleagues have played
softball together.
Quarton Physical Education teacher Kyle
Cameron was presented with an award from
Jump Rope for Heart. Out of the 1,027 schools,
Quarton Elementary was named the third highest
fundraising school in the state, raising $31,109.
Many thanks and congratulations to Cameron for
his dedication and work with the students to keep
them enthusiastic in their mission.
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On the calendar
Hairspray
Nov. 2 & 3, 9 & 10, 2018
7:00 p.m.
Nov. 4 & 11, 2018
2:30 p.m.
Groves High School Auditorium
20500 W. 13 Mile Road
Beverly Hills, MI 48025
The Groves Performing Arts
Company presents Hairspray,
directed by John Rutherford.
Tickets are $15 for adults and $10
for those under 18. All shows are in
the beautiful and newly renovated
Groves High School Auditorium.
Tickets can be purchased online
at: https://tinyurl.com/GPACHAIRSPRAY-TICKETS. Contact
Leisa Passarelli at LPassarelli@
birmingham.k12.mi.us
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Around the

District
Superintendent search update
On Oct. 16, HYA presented the Leadership Profile for the
Superintendent Search to the BPS Board of Education. The Leadership
profile utilized feedback from the forums, focus groups and community
survey led by the search firm. HYA met with 109 stakeholders and
surveyed 663 members of the community, parents, staff and students.
The results of the meetings and survey helped to form a candidate
profile that HYA will use as they seek qualified candidates to apply for
the position. Thank you for those of you that participated in the HYA
meetings and survey!
A Candidate Slate meeting will take place on Tuesday, Nov. 20 at 6
p.m. HYA will present their slate of superintendent candidates being
recommended to the Board to interview.

Additional dates of note in the search include:
• Monday, Nov. 26 at 5 p.m. initial interview of candidates.
• Tuesday, Nov. 27 at 5 p.m. initial interview of candidates,
followed by regular Board of Education meeting at 7 p.m.
• Wednesday, Nov. 28 at 5 p.m. initial interview of 		
candidates.

December’s tentative interview schedule
• Tuesday, Dec. 11 at 5 p.m. interview of Semi-Finalists.
• Wednesday, Dec. 12 at 5 p.m. interview of Semi-Finalists.
• Thursday, Dec. 13 at 5 p.m. discussion/selection of 		
recommended superintendent.
• Tuesday, Dec. 18 Regular meeting at 7 p.m., Board vote 		
of Superintendent.

On the calendar
Get to know Birmingham Public
Schools at our Open House events.
Join us for any of our upcoming
open house events and learn how
character education, rigorous
academics and competitive athletics
can lead to a wealth of opportunities
for your child. Seaholm held their
open house Monday, Oct. 29.
Groves High School
Open House
Monday, Nov. 5, 2018
5:00-7:00 p.m.
20500 W. 13 Mile, Beverly Hills
BCS District Wide 3-8 School
Open House
Sunday, Dec. 2, 2018
1:00-3:00 p.m.
1525 Covington Rd., Bloomfield
Hills

School Board
Elections on
Tues., Nov. 6, 2018
Don’t forget
to vote.

A newsletter for Birmingham Public School staff members and retirees

November 2018

More around the

District
Birmingham Robotics Team

On the calendar
Responsible Social Media
Real World Consequences
Monday, Nov. 5, 2018
7:00-8:30 p.m.
Seaholm High School Little Theater
2436 W. Lincoln, Birmingham
This educational program for parents
will be presented by Paul Walton,
Chief Assistant Prosecutor for the
Oakland County Prosecutor Office.
Parents will learn the risks of gaming
with strangers, recommendations for
when a child is ready for electronic
devices, information on digital
footprints and social media misuse
and more. This program is sponsored
by Birmingham Youth Assistance in
partnership with Birmingham Public
Schools. Call 248.203.4300 for more
information.

The Birmingham Robotics Team started the year off competing in the
Oakland County Competitive Robotics League tournament #1 at Marian
High School. With 20 teams competing in a round-robin format, the
Birmingham United team (Automation Nation) won the third place trophy,
missing out on first place by one score. They were also awarded the Judge’s
Award for “Design and Execution.” Automation Nation is led by teachers
Bernie Simms and Patrick Hoover.

Veterans Day Brunch
Monday, Nov. 12, 2018
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
BPS Education and Administration
Center
Military Veterans are invited to
attend a Veteran’s Day Brunch.
Guests should RSVP to Joan
Crampton at 248.203.3001 or
jcrampton@birmingham.k12.mi.us
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Hiring updates around the

District

Renee Ruiz joins the district as Supervisor of
Specialized Instruction and Student Services. She will
be responsible for the special education oversight of
Seaholm High School, Groves High School and the
Adult Transition Center. Mrs. Ruiz gained experience
as a supervisor for Utica Community Schools where
she was responsible for the oversight of the four high
schools, eight elementary buildings and a locally run
county DHH program. She has experience working
as a high school teacher consultant, high school co-teacher, and elementary
resource teacher and co-teacher.
Nancy Ely also joins the district as a Supervisor
for Special Instruction and Student Services and
will support Birmingham’s Early Childhood and
Elementary programs for children with special
needs. Prior to coming to the district, Mrs. Ely
was the Director of Preschool Services and Special
Education Supervisor for the Wayne Westland
Community School District. Prior to her work with
Wayne Westland, she served 14 years as Director of
Early Childhood and Special Education Supervisor for Farmington Public
Schools. Outside of work, Ely is an adjunct faculty member at Madonna
University and teaches the Early Referral and Assessment course at
Madonna University for bachelor and master degree students.
January Hladki has been named Assistant Principal at Seaholm High
School. Hladki brings 15 years of teaching and coaching experience
to her new position, having taught in a diverse array of communities
including Watertown (CT), Marion (OH) and Southgate (MI) before joining
Seaholm as a member of the World Language department and girls’ varsity
basketball coach in 2010. Hladki has experience at the middle school, high
school, alternative education and junior college levels. She is fluent in
Spanish and holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Education from the University
of Michigan, and a Master’s Degree in English as a Second Language
from Western Governors University in Utah.

On the calendar
Surviving the Social Jungle
Conference
Saturday, Nov. 17, 2018
9:00 a.m. - 12:20 p.m.
Academy of the Sacred Heart
1250 Kensington Road
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48034
Professionals, parents and children
are invited to the third annual
Surviving the Social Jungle
Conference to gain the tools to
manage unfriendly friends and
classmates, find ways to stand up to
bullies, solve playground situations
and more. Cost is $16 per participant
for youth and parents before Nov.
13, or $20 at the door. A full-day
professional path is available for
educators at $55 by Nov. 13 or $60 at
the door. Call 248.757.0912 or email
info@SurvivingTheSocialJungle.com
Register online at
www.SurvivingTheSocialJungle.com

We’re looking for classroom
and staff features for Scanner.
If you know of a great project
or activity happening at your
school or in a classroom, let
us know! Give yourself or
your colleague a moment
to shine and share the great
things we’re doing together to
help the young people of our
district.
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Hiring updates around the

District

The Specialized Instruction & Student Services department
has selected Cassandra Carter to serve as the Supervisor for
programs at Derby, Berkshire, BCS and will provide support to
the area non-public schools. Carter began her teaching career in
the Detroit Public Schools, where she taught secondary English
for 10 years. While she was teaching full-time, she completed a
specialist program to receive her School Psychologist credentials,
and then transitioned into a full-time School Psychologist role
with Detroit Public Schools for 8 years before moving into her
current role in 2012 as the district MTSS Coordinator/Behavior
Specialist. Carter holds a Bachelor’s in Secondary English
Education from Wayne State University, a Specialist in School
Psychology from the University of Detroit Mercy, a Master’s in
Educational Leadership from Grand Valley State University and
a graduate certificate in Applied Behavior Analysis from Florida
Institute of Technology.
Susan File was recently selected as the
Human Resources Manager. File has been
with the district since 2001 and has served
as a parent volunteer, substitute teacher/
paraprofessional, Choice Hour teacher, clerical
substitute, Receptionist at Berkshire Middle
School, Secretary to Technology Services,
Administrative Assistant to the Deputy
Superintendent and as a Human Resources
Specialist. File has served in roles in nearly each building of the
district. She holds a BS in Clinical Sciences, a MA in Education,
and a graduate certificate in Human Resources and Management
from Michigan State University.
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Meadow Lake
Time Capsule
Did you work at Meadow Lake
Elementary School in 1993, or know
someone who attended? We found the
Meadow Lake time capsule. A tree
root broke through the container and
the elements got to the items inside,
so many things were lost. We’ve
saved what we could and it will be
on display at the BPS Education and
Administration Center the week of
Nov. 5-9. Stop by and check it out.
Please let others know so staff and
students have a chance to walk down
memory lane.
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Around

Fifth Grade
Physical Education elementary teachers have made it a mission
to start new traditions this year. The first Birmingham Physical
Education Fifth Grade Run was held at Groves High School on
Saturday, Oct.13, 2018. In its inaugural year, 195 students registered over 35 percent of the fifth grade students in the district.
The event was made possible in part with help from the two title
sponsors, Chartwell’s Food Service and the Birmingham Education
Foundation. The event was led by Greenfield’s P. E. teacher, Derek
DiGiovanni. The 2018 Top Participation Trophy went to Harlan
Elementary with 54 percent of this year’s participants.
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Happening around

Beverly

Beverly Elementary School was joined by Laura Els from the
Michigan Cyber Safety Initiative for a discussion on internet
safety. Els spoke on many different topics that were relatable and
understandable for young learners. Topics addressed included stranger
awareness, safeguarding personal information and seeking the help
of a trusted adult in uncomfortable online situations. The program
was coordinated by Janice Hausman, Beverly Community School
Organizer.
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Happening around

Greenfield
On Friday, Oct. 19, the Greenfield Elementary School staff
connected over a MSU versus U of M tailgate. Staff enjoyed great
food, lots of laughs and a Michigan victory in a sea of Green and
White!
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Happening around

Quarton

Quarton Elementary, students from K-5 were joined by Author Marc
Tyler Nobleman on Monday, Sept. 24. Nobleman shared his research
process with students, focusing on his book Men of Steel and Bill: The
Boy Wonders. This program was funded by the Birmingham Education
Foundation and coordinated with help from Quarton Media Specialist
Laurie Olmsted.
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Around

DiversiChampions
Middle
school
On Friday, Sept. 28, the Derby eighth
grade band students performed alongside
the Seaholm Marching Band at the Varsity
football game. Shout out to Sarah Barclay,
Grace Wolfe and Tim Cibor for giving
students a great opportunity!

Berkshire NJHS students spent time at
Angels’ Place on Sunday, Oct. 21. Students
played their instruments for the residents
and participated in a fall cleanup of the
property. The event was organized by
teachers Sara Tucker and Christy Booth.
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Happening around

Groves

On Saturday, Sept. 22, Groves High School hosted a successful Marching
Band Invitational. Marching Bands from 10 different schools traveled to
Groves High School and performed their marching shows to packed stands
of adoring fans. Each band received positive and constructive feedback
from David Thornton, Director of the Spartan Marching Band, as well as
Sebastian Buhts, a Percussion Specialist from Michigan State University.
The Groves Falcon Marching Band got their groove on performing music
from the band, Earth Wind and Fire. The Groves Band is under the
direction of Michael Burkett and Sean Smith.

The Groves Science Department coordinated their efforts to express one
of the greatest concepts of science: Adaptation. Pictured are Maya Halabi,
Eric Higley, Laura Searle (Department Head), Marc West, John Curran,
Cynthia Sherman, Carrie Nobis, Chad Hodgkins, Brian Stuckey and Jeff
Swietlik.
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Happening around

Seaholm

This year will mark the 95th year that Seaholm celebrated their annual
Field Day event. With a mission to promote and provide a collaborative
environment in which students demonstrate school spirit, creativity,
talent and interaction with peers beyond their social circles to form new
friendships and uphold rich traditions, all of which also promote healthy
competition and class/school unity. The overarching goal of Field Day is
to collect canned goods for Gleaners Food Bank. Seaholm is the largest
single provider of canned goods to Gleaners in Oakland County and they
fill a bus with donations to Gleaners each year.
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From the kitchen of: Sherre Wilson
		BPS Crisis Intervention Counselor
Note: “This is simple and always popular! All you need is a mini
muffin pan and a willingness to indulge!”
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Fun facts: Baldwin
Memorial Library
Shared from
www.baldwinlib.org/history/

S’more Cups
Ingredients:
· 7 whole graham crackers (1 cup/250 mL finely crushed)
· 1/4 cup (50 mL) powdered sugar
· 6 tbsp (90 mL) butter, melted
· 4 bars (1.55 oz or 43 g each) milk chocolate candy, divided
· 12 large marshmallows
Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350°F (180°C). Place graham crackers into a
large resealable plastic bag. Finely crush into crumbs using
rolling pin. Combine graham cracker crumbs, powdered sugar
and butter in small bowl. Place scoop of crumb mixture in each
cup of mini muffin pan. Press crumbs to form shallow cups.
Bake 5 minutes or until edges are bubbling. Meanwhile, break
two of the candy bars into rectangles. Remove pan from oven;
place one rectangle into each cup.
2. Cut marshmallows in half crosswise using shears dipped in cold
water. Place one marshmallow half, cut-side down, into each cup.
Return to oven 2 minutes or until marshmallows are just slightly
softened. Remove from oven to cooling rack; cool 15 minutes.
Carefully remove cups from pan. Cool completely.
3. Break remaining candy bars and place in microwavable bowl.
Microwave on HIGH 1 minute - 1 1/2 minutes or until melted
and smooth, stirring every 20 seconds. Dip the top of each
marshmallow in melted chocolate. Turn top-side up and let stand
40 minutes-1 hour or until set.
Yield: 24 cups

• 1869 Miss Baldwin and
nineteen others formed a
literary club, the Library
Association, with 48 volumes.
• In 1890 the newly named
Ladies Literary Association
ran the library and in 1893
the Association began a
fund-raising drive for a new
building. On Dec 1, 1895, the
new Library Hall on Troy Street
(East Maple) was opened.
• By 1905 there were 2,000 books
in the library, with a $1 fee
for the residents of the Village
of Birmingham to read them.
During the next decade Martha
Baldwin worked tirelessly to
create a public Library Board
and to fund a new building
for the expanding needs of the
citizens of Birmingham, efforts
that were both realized.
• On July 8, 1913, the Village
Board unanimously voted the
following resolution: “That the
public library of Birmingham be
named the “Baldwin Memorial
Library” in honor of Miss
Martha Baldwin who has always
been very active in its interests,
and whose liberal gift made it
possible to have an institution in
our beautiful village.”
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City Bicentennial Time Capsule
The City of Birmingham is celebrating its 200th anniversary of the
founding of Birmingham. The Birmingham Museum Board will be
launching a special commemorative time capsule project. The plan is
to present the capsule to the city and bury it in Shain Park in downtown
Birmingham. The Birmingham Bicentennial Time Capsule will reflect
current culture and technology by using electronic content stored on a hard
drive in the sealed capsule. With the theme “Message to the Future,” it
would be scheduled to be opened on Birmingham’s 250th anniversary.
Students, staff and classes, clubs or groups from BPS are invited to
participate. See the sidebar on the right for submission details.

• Students must identify
themselves with their
submission-first name, age, class
and school.
• Submission deadline: Dec. 31,
2018.
• Material must be in electronic
form, no larger than 10 MB per
submission, and file name must
have student first name, age,
class and school.
• Submit electronically via email
to: Leslie Pielack, Museum
Director,
lpielack@bhamgov.org.

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION The Board of Education is committed to maintaining a learning/working environment in which all individuals are treated with dignity and respect, free from discrimination
and harassment. There will be no tolerance for discrimination or harassment on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, genetic information, disability or age. The
District prohibits harassment and other forms of discrimination whether occurring at school, on District property, in a District vehicle, or at any District related activity or event. The Superintendent will designate
compliance officers and develop and implement regulations for the reporting, investigation and resolution of complaints of discrimination or harassment. The following people have been designated to handle
inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Students - Inquiries related to discrimination on the basis of disability should be directed to: Executive Director of Special Education, 31301 Evergreen Road,
Beverly Hills, MI 48025, 248.203.3000. Direct all other inquiries related to discrimination to: Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources, 31301 Evergreen Road, Beverly Hills, MI 48025, 248.203.3000.

