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Sarah Gossett, Pierce third grade teacher

Staff Feature:

Ed Caughell
Ed Caughell has spent his
career demonstrating more than
just math concepts to the young
people around him at Seaholm. As
the Summer School principal in the
summer months and a math teacher
during the school year, Caughell
has worked to intentionally grow
beyond his roles and serve as
a positive influence for all the
students he serves.
“On the street where I grew up,
there were several kids more than
ten years older than I was and they always made certain to include all of
us younger kids in their games and activities,” he said. “That made such
a huge impression on me that when I got older, I got into coaching Little
League baseball and eventually into teaching. It is ingrained in me to be
a positive influence on the young people that I encounter.”
Caughell has served BPS since 2007 after a career in banking and
finance. Today he serves students year-round, enjoying time with his
family during his mini-breaks. He met his wife Beth during a trip to
Brazil.
“When we met, she didn’t speak any English and I didn’t speak any
Portuguese,” he said. “I knew I needed to learn Portuguese, so I bought
a computer program and worked diligently every day. It took me three
months to become conversational and six months to become fluent. I
was highly motivated to learn and it all worked out even better than I
could have imagined. Our household is truly bilingual!”
He and his wife have a daughter, Lulu, and son, Jake. Their house
in Farmington Hills is the welcoming home on the block, filled with the
sounds of kids playing year-round. “There’s never a dull moment,” he said.
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Congratulations!

Pembroke K-1 teacher Sarah
Crook and her husband, Garrett,
welcomed a son, Benjamin Parker
Crook on Sept. 26, 2018. Benjamin
was 6 lbs and 13 oz and 19 inches
long. He was welcomed by his two
big brothers, William and Bradley.

Scanner features
If you know of a great project
or activity happening at your
school or in a classroom, let
us know! Give yourself or
your colleague a moment
to shine and share the great
things we’re doing together
to help the young people of
our district. Email
acron@birmingham.k12.mi.us
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Much gratitude this season
John Silveri, Interim Superintendent

“Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is like wrapping a present and not
giving it.” - William Arthur Ward
Although I routinely make an effort to be conscious of the many things
I have to be grateful for, my awareness of how important it is to reflect
on and appreciate just how fortunate I truly am is heightened during the
holiday season and especially on and around Thanksgiving. In addition to
that which I cherish in my personal life, I consider myself to be especially
fortunate this year when I view this through a professional lens.
I have much to be grateful for when it comes to BPS. I am grateful for
the opportunity to work with so many outstanding professionals in our
District, including members of all employee groups, who work so hard
and so conscientiously in the best interests of our students. The level of
dialogue I have been privileged to take part in, the brilliant thinking I have
been exposed to, and the immense talent I have seen on display in so many
different ways has been impressive and invigorating. I am grateful for the
chance to interact with such a diverse and fascinating group of students,
parents and community members in a variety of buildings and settings and
lucky to be in a position to be of assistance, even if at times in only very
small ways. I am grateful to be challenged by new issues and problems that
I have never encountered before, as well as those with some familiarity,
all of which have pushed me to expand my thinking and apply every bit
of my knowledge, skills and experience to the fullest. This most often
involves some form of collaboration with others in order to find a resolution
or set a course of action that I could not have possibly determined solely
on my own, with the collective power of such collaboration never ceasing
to amaze me. I am grateful for the chance to provide leadership at a time
when the District is in transition and in need, which not only enables me
to be of service but also provides me with the fulfillment of knowing I
am contributing to the greater good and making a positive difference in
the lives of others. Most of all, I’m grateful that after 40 years in public
education I am able to continue to learn, grow, and become a better leader
and a better person due to this incredible experience I’m sharing with you
in Birmingham Public Schools.
Public education is not for the faint of heart, and life itself can present
tremendous challenges. It’s human nature to at times find our thoughts
focused on that which frustrates us, disappoints us, or even baffles us,
causing discontent and discouragement. I hope that whatever your role, and
whatever challenges you may face, you never lose focus on how fortunate
we are to be here and to be a part of something bigger than ourselves,
something so critically important and so very special. No matter what,
please know how grateful I am for you and for all you do for the students
and community we serve together. Thank you for allowing me to be a part
of “we,” even though only for a short while.

Greetings from retiree:
Diane Aginian
Each winter as the weather
turns colder, Diane Aginian
takes advantage of the flexibility
retirement offers by traveling to
places like Florida and Portugal.
The former Derby Middle School
CSO still has a strong desire to
give back to the communities in
which she lives, volunteering at St.
John Church each week, making
Armenian delicacies to sell at the
annual fall festival and World
Medical Relief, and Rise Against
Hunger to distribute meals around
the world.
“I was Derby’s first CSO from
1984-2004,” she said, “I really
enjoyed the variety of challenges
my role as CSO offered and the
creativity and information I could
expose students to. I viewed my job
as their learning connection to the
community.”
She and her husband, Richard,
have two grandsons. Raffi is 11
and Aren is 9. Diane and Richard
enjoy visiting with them and
attending their tennis and swim
tournaments. The two still reside in
their Birmingham home and spend
leisure time traveling and golfing.
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Kudos to staff
Judith Stahl, College and Career Counselor from
Seaholm High School, was recently featured in
Metro Parent Magazine’s 2018 Guide to College
Planning issue. Interviewed by Kristen Gough,
Stahl shared her expertise on alternatives to the
four year traditional path including predictions of
the trend toward increased interest in this pathway.
Also interviewed were the Director of Admissions
from the University of Michigan, Erica Sanders and Dr. Patrick O’Connor,
Associate Dean of Cranbrook Schools.

On Oct. 25 Elaine Allan and Laurie Olmsted, teachers a Quarton,
presented at the 45th annual conference for the Michigan Association for
Media in Education. The presentation focused on their first year experience
with NPDL (New Pedagogies for Deeper Learning). Allan and Olmsted
led their session with a brief overview of NPDL and explained Quarton’s
involvement, while providing examples of the leadership and collaborative
opportunities offered by involving librarians and teachers in the process.
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Hiring update
The BPS
Specialized
Instruction and
Student Services
department
welcomed their
new department
secretary, Carrie Hinman. Hinman
comes to the district from the
business and medical fields and has
previous experience as a teacher’s
assistant.

Human Resources
recently welcomed
Jeni Roemer as the
Human Resources
Specialist. Roemer
will be providing
support for
teachers, administrators and salaried
employees. She joins the district
from the private sector and holds
a Bachelor’s degree in Business/
Human Resources Management from
Baker College. Additionally, Roemer
spent last school year completing
a Human Resources internship at
Redford Union School District.
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Happening around the

District

Birmingham Public Schools honored local military veterans at the second
annual BPS Veterans Day Brunch held Monday, Nov. 12. Guests were
treated to a hearty brunch, golf cart transportation by Athletic Directors
Aaron Frank and Tom Flynn, a musical performance by Seaholm
Orchestra students led by Nicholas Karpinsky, thank you cards created
by Pembroke and Harlan students and centerpieces and placemats made
by Pierce students. Student greeters from Seaholm and Groves welcomed
the guests and thanked them for their service. Thank you to high school
Community Service Organizers Pam Davis (Seaholm) and Jennifer
Kondak (Groves), Community School Organizers Vickie Muir (Harlan/
Pembroke) and Ingrid Haddock (Pierce), Communications and Family
Engagement Secretary Joan Crampton and the BPS Community Councils
for their work to support this annual event.
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Happening around the

District

Birmingham’s FIRST Robotics team, Automation Nation,
earned the championship title at the Female FIRST
Robotics Competition at Bloomfield Hills High School
held Nov. 10, 2018. This year, 32 teams battled for nearly
12 hours, with the Birmingham team going undefeated in
the round-robin qualifying rounds.
Automation Nation continued to celebrate successes on
Saturday, Nov. 17. The team competed at the Oakland
County Robotics Championship, ultimately ranking 4th
overall out of 16 teams. The team is led by BPS teachers
Bernie Simms and Patrick Hoover. For more information
about the team, visit their website at team2960.org
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Happening around

Greenfield
The staff from the Greenfield Specialized Instruction and Student
Services classrooms attended and supported students during a hands-on
event hosted by Cranbrook Science Institute. The event, held on Oct. 30,
provided a sensory friendly family evening for students at Greenfield.
Noelle Davis, Greenfield Principal, along with Friends of Different
Learners President, Jessica LaRose and Greenfield PAC representative
Gregg Butera, organized the event with Cranbrook Institute of Arts.
Greenfield staff that attended to support students included teachers
Betsy Broglin (CI teacher), Judie Teodoridis-Clarke (LRC teacher),
Emily Williams (LRC teacher), Shearon Williams (ASD teacher) and
Benjamin White (CI teacher). Paraprofessionals
included Kim Curry, Susan Prothero, Jill
Baier, Kara Ladomer, Angela Hayes and Karen
Flaggman.
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Happening around

Harlan

On Monday, Nov. 5, Harlan Physical Education teacher Tim Price and his
students were honored with a surprise visit from Jump Rope for Heart. The
organization honored Price and Harlan as the No. 1 fundraiser in the state for
the American Heart Association through the Jump Rope for Heart initiative.
The school raised $32,515.56 for the American Heart Association this year.
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Happening around

West Maple
In early November, West
Maple Interim Principal
Jason Pesamoska collected
a donation of tools from BPS
graduate Mark Altekruse.
Altekruse donated the tools
of his late brother, Peter, a
craftsman whose hobby began
within the district in the 1960s. Pesamoska will use the tools to help
stock the new West Maple MakerSpace, slated to open to students this
winter.
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Superintendent
search update
The Board accepted
candidate recommendations
from Hazard Young Attea
Associates and has moved
forward with interviews
beginning Monday, Nov.
26. Interviews are held at
the BPS Education and
Administration Center and
are open to the public. For
updates on the search, visit
www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/
superintendent_search
Interviews can be viewed
after Thursday, Nov. 29
on the district’s YouTube
site at www.youtube.com/
BirminghamPS
Candidates
• Dr. Christopher
Delgado, current Deputy
Superintendent, Walled
Lake School District
• Mr. Mark Dziatczak,
current Deputy
Superintendent for Teaching
and Learning, Troy Schools
• Dr. Aaron Johnson, current
Associate Superintendent
for Instructional Services,
Farmington Public Schools
• Dr. Amy Kruppe, current
Superintendent, Hazel Park
Schools
• Dr. Michael Musick,
current Interim
Superintendent for Lake
Oswego Public Schools
(Oregon)
• Dr. Matthew Outlaw,
current Superintendent,
Brandon School District
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Happening around

Berkshire
DiversiChampions

Berkshire students (and Assistant Principal David Brooks!) participated
in Onigiri Action on Monday, Nov. 12. They joined people from around
the globe in an effort to bring awareness to childhood hunger. Led
by teachers Harumi Cooper (Japanese) and Julie Aubrey (Skills for
Living), students made onigiri (rice balls) and uploaded photos to the
Onigiri Action website to provide meals for school
children in need.
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Happening around

Derby
DiversiChampions

For the month of October ASD teachers Heidi Pratt, Dawn Priebe and
Natalie Jensen focused on Biomes at Derby. This included the Tundra,
Ocean, Rainforest, Coniferous and Deciduous Forest. The students
learned about the climate, animals and plant life from each biome. The
students enjoyed crafting animals from each biome and displayed their
creations, making the Derby hallways more vibrant. The activity was a
great way for students to share what they learned in their classroom.

Each year Andrea Caldwell’s Spanish class partners with students in the
ASD program for a day of celebration and learning. This year the students
worked together on a coloring and cupcake activity for “Day of the Dead”.
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Happening around

Groves

Students in Jennifer Hoinka’s Honors Spanish classes at Groves High
School had the opportunity to pick a hero and present them to their
classmates. Each presentation had a short oral component along with a
visual component and offered students the opportunity to learn
about iconic leaders from different cultures. Students selected
heroes like Sylvia Mendez, Maya Angelou, Nelson Mandela,
Malala Yousafzai, Rosa Parks, Mother Teresa, Carl Sagan, Barack
Obama and Roberta Clemente. One student selected Karen
Fitzgerald, offering a touching tribute among the presentations.
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Happening around

Groves

On Oct. 21, 45 staff, parents and students supported African Americans
Changing Tomorrow (AACT) for a viewing of The Hate You Give at the
Palladium Emagine Theatre. Students from AACT, advised by Norm
Hurns, and Groves Book Club, advised by Sharla Lawshea, attended the
viewing and used the movie to center the context for an engaging dialogue
and conversation around injustice, community, race, family, belonging and
bravery.
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Happening around

Seaholm

For the second consecutive year, the Seaholm Spanish Honor Society held
the Día de los muertos cultural celebration and charity drive. This year
officers Maria Ferrari, President; Jacquelyn Zamora, Vice President; and
Erin Gieselman, Secretary chose Neinas Dual Language Academy in
Southwest Detroit as the charity. On Nov. 1, students hosted a Spanishthemed movie night, a school supplies drive, and a Sell-A-Skull fundraiser
that raised almost $300 for the cause. Officers and club members also led
a Día de los muertos Craft Fair to teach the student body about the holiday
and make crafts. The Spanish Honor Society is led by Errin Menna.
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Happening around

Seaholm

The Seaholm halls transformed into mock election sites on Friday, Oct. 24.
Students lined up to cast their votes, thanks in part to the work of Seaholm
teacher Barbara Harte and Community Service Organizer Pam Davis.
While Seaholm has long had a tradition of holding mock elections during
presidential elections, Harte opted to set up Seaholm’s first midterm election.
With many students soon able to vote, this was the perfect opportunity to
prepare them for the experience. Students from Harte’s AP Government
class took the time to visit other classrooms and discuss the ballot and ballot
issues, including how to properly fill out the ballot. Additional gratitude goes
out to Cherlynn Mynsberge from the City of Birmingham for her work to
coordinate the pick-up of the voting machines. Results of the mock election
can be found in the Seaholm Highlander newspaper.
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Cranberry Jello/
Fluff Deliciousness
Ingredients:
•
•
•
•
•

1 package of fresh cranberries
1 cup sugar
1 can of crushed pineapple drained
1 cup of crushed walnuts
1 container of cool whip

Directions:
Crush the package of cranberries, or use a food processor.
(A blender does not really do the job.) Mix the cranberries and
sugar together and put in the refrigerator overnight. Mix the
remaining ingredients together the next day and decorate with
crushed walnuts.
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BPS in the early
1900’s
• In 1912 Barnum School
was built. It was referred to
as the “Ivory Towers”. Named
for Horace Barnum, village
blacksmith and owner of the
land where the school was
located at Frank and Purdy.
• In 1918 Baldwin High School
was built and named for Martha
Baldwin with money left in
her will which stated, “All the
balance and residue of my estate
to go towards the construction
of a public school in
Birmingham, Michigan.” It sat
at Maple and Chester, currently
the Chester Street parking deck.
• On Dec. 15, 1921 Albert Adams
School was opened. It was sold
in the early 1980’s to Roeper.
• In 1924 Pierce school was built
and named for Benjamin K.
Pierce, brother of President
Franklin Pierce, an original
Birmingham land owner.
• In 1927 Quarton school was
built and named for Fred V.
Quarton, former BPS Hill
School graduate and board
member.
• During the war and depression,
with talk of a new high
school, the state encouraged
consolidations of districts.
• From 1943-47 Southfield #3,
Franklin, Bloomfield Village
School and Walnut Lake were
annexed to the Birmingham
School District.

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION The Board of Education is committed to maintaining a learning/working environment in which all individuals are treated with dignity and respect, free from discrimination
and harassment. There will be no tolerance for discrimination or harassment on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, genetic information, disability or age. The
District prohibits harassment and other forms of discrimination whether occurring at school, on District property, in a District vehicle, or at any District related activity or event. The Superintendent will designate
compliance officers and develop and implement regulations for the reporting, investigation and resolution of complaints of discrimination or harassment. The following people have been designated to handle
inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Students - Inquiries related to discrimination on the basis of disability should be directed to: Executive Director of Special Education, 31301 Evergreen Road,
Beverly Hills, MI 48025, 248.203.3000. Direct all other inquiries related to discrimination to: Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources, 31301 Evergreen Road, Beverly Hills, MI 48025, 248.203.3000.

