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Pat Hoover, Embekka Roberson, Kyle Hall and Bernie Simms May/June 2019
watch the World Robotics Competition at Cobo Hall.

Staff Feature:

Jason Clinkscale
This March, Berkshire Principal Jason
Clinkscale headed to Finland after being
selected as one of 10 school administrators
in the nation for the prestigious Fulbright
Leaders for Global Schools Program
(Fulbright LGS). The international program
offered an intensive program filled with best
educational practices through briefings, panel
discussions, visits to schools and networking
events.
“One of my personal and professional goals is to do everything
possible to close achievement and opportunity gaps that exist between
various subgroups of students in our society,” he said. “It was an
incredible opportunity to learn about many of the educational best
practices that are utilized throughout Finland that ensure equitable
learning opportunities and outcomes for all students.”
Clinkscale joined BPS in 2006 as an assistant principal and athletic
director before moving to the principal role in 2011. He’s stayed
connected to the community at large through roles as a board member
on three community based nonprofit organizations - Birmingham
Youth Assistance, Birmingham Bloomfield Community Coalition and
The Einstein Method.
While he’s happy to be back home in Farmington with his wife
Koren and children Kyle and Kara, his recent trip isn’t one he’ll soon
forget. He has already begun sharing his experience from Finland with
families and staff throughout the District, including a presentation in
April to fellow principals and administrators.

Birmingham Public Schools

2019 Retirement
Celebration
Hawthorn and
Sycamore Rooms, BEAC
May 29, 2019
4:00 - 5:30 p.m.
Light refreshments served.

Come honor our retirees!

a Thank you
This year, you have helped
Scanner connect our staff
through features, updates,
accomplishments and the good
work happening at all levels
and all buildings. We want to
thank you for sharing so much
with us this year!
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From 100-Day Plan to new strategic plan
Mark Dziatczak, Superintendent

It has been an exciting and wonderful
welcome to Birmingham Public Schools. I am
impressed daily with the quality of teaching
and learning happening across the District and
deep commitment of our professional staff to
making our classrooms as lively and engaged
as possible. Whether I have attended simple
classroom drop-ins or attended special events,
our students demonstrate a love of learning that is truly special.
I recently concluded the timeframe on my 100-Day Transition
Plan as Superintendent of BPS. I am proud of many accomplishments
during that short, three-month window, but a few of them stand out
that are worthy of mention. To begin, I have tried my best to get
out into our schools and community and meet as many people as
possible. While I by no means had the chance to meet everyone, I was
successful visiting classrooms across the District and meeting with key
community groups. This is something that will continue next year as
we host Central Leadership Team meetings in our schools, engage with
community stakeholders and share stories of the great work happening
in our District.
I have also spent a considerable amount of time working with our
new Board of Education to establish a highly effective governance team
that benefits the students, families and staff in BPS. With the Trustees,
we have engaged in multiple professional learning sessions, begun
drafts of working protocols and commitments and spent additional time
in supplemental workshops reviewing the budget and its impact on our
schools. This work is important to me and will continue into the next
school year.
I am confident that the work on my plan will serve as an exciting
launch point for the work to come. After we tackle the 2019-2020
budget, we will announce some modest restructuring plans for the
Central Leadership Team and some of our departments. Then, my
attention will move on to the development of a new, bold strategic plan
for the District that serves as a compass for the direction forward. That
process will be developed in conjunction with the Board of Education
and will be shared as the year begins. I welcome your thoughts and
ideas related to that special project, so feel free to reach out to me and
share any ideas you have to ensure a successful endeavor.
Again, thanks for the wonderful start here in Birmingham. Please
stay tuned in to my Friday emails for updates and developments as we
head into the summer of 2019!

With Sympathy
Terrie Cudnohufsky, retired vocal
music teacher, passed away on April
24, 2019. Prior to her retirement
last June, Terrie shared her passion
and love of music with students
throughout our District, most
recently at Beverly, for 33 years. In
honor of Terrie, memorials may be
made to the Birmingham Education
Foundation.

Linda McCormick, retired Harlan
secretary, passed away on May 3,
2019. Linda was an integral part
of the Harlan community, having
served as a secretary, CSO and as
an active parent volunteer. Since her
retirement, she served as a substitute
secretary in offices throughout the
District. A memorial service was
held on Saturday, May 18 at Lynch
& Sons Funeral Home in Clawson.
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Kudos to staff
Jay Smith, Greenfield
vocal music teacher and
Harlan ASD music teacher,
performed with the Prism
Men’s Chorus for Diana
Ross’s 75th Birthday premier
of the documentary “Diana
Ross: Her Life, Love &
Legacy” sponsored by the
Motown Museum. The choir
also performed the National Anthem on March 28 for the Detroit Pistons.
Judith Stahl, College and Career Counselor at Seaholm, was recently
elected for a 3 year Presidential appointment serving the Michigan
Association of College Admission Counselors (MACAC). Stahl will lead
secondary school counselors/
advisors, college admission
and financial aid officers,
enrollment managers,
independent counselors and
organizations engaged in
guiding students through their
post secondary choices. In
her position she will work to
advance the work of college
admission counseling professionals across the State of Michigan while
also representing Michigan at the National level (National Association of
College Admission Counselors) as a member of the President’s Council.
Congratulations to Bingham Farms
Instructional Specialist Cyndi
Settecerri and Berkshire’s Matt
Fairchild. Both completed a two-year
journey in the Galileo Leadership
Consortium. Settecerri also recently
graduated from Oakland University
with an Education Specialist degree
in Leadership.
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Congratulations!
Berkshire
Assistant
Principal
David Brooks
and his
wife, Kate,
welcomed a
son, Lucas
David Brooks,
on Sunday,
April 21, 2019.
Lucas was 8
lbs and 20.5 inches long. He was
welcomed by his big sister, Grace.

Parapro award

The Birmingham Association of
Paraprofessionals honored Sandy
Lang, Bingham Farms, as this year’s
Lisa Coe Paraprofessional of the
Year. This year’s nominees were:
Amy Connely-Loeffler, Quarton;
Sonia Sheppard, Seaholm; Liza
Zamora, Pierce.
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BEA awards

Kudos to staff
Dr. Jamii Hitchcock, BPS Director
of Character Education, Diversity
& Equity, was recognized by
Michigan Chronicle at the 2019
Women of Excellence induction
ceremony in May. Michigan
Chronicle has celebrated local
African American women who
inspire others through vision
and leadership, exceptional
achievements and participation in
community service. Congratulations, Dr. Hitchcock!
BPS proudly congratulates Dr. Embekka Roberson, Groves Principal, and
Joe Leibson, Birmingham Covington School Spanish teacher, on their
recognition as Diversity Champions by the Race Relations & Diversity
Task Force. Student Diversity Champions included Seaholm’s Ana Davis,
Miles Frierson, Tre Hairston and Makayla Rawls of the Seaholm Black
Student Union. Honorees are selected for showing great commitment to
diversity and equity within the District and surrounding communities.
Musical entertainment for the 2019 Diversity Champions Breakfast
was provided by Greenfield Elementary School music students under
the direction of Jay Smith. Congratulations to all of the 2019 Diversity
Champions!
Geoff Wickersham recently won a James Madison
Senior fellowship. Each year, one teacher from each
state is selected as a James Madison Fellow and
he will attend a four-week summer institute next
summer at Georgetown University as he pursues his
Master’s degree at Ashland University in Ashland,
Ohio. Learn more about the James Madison
fellowship foundation at https://www.jamesmadison.
gov/.

Congratulations to this year’s
BEA Teacher of the Year, Scott
Kefgen, first grade teacher at Harlan.
Three others are recognized with
the BEA/Dr. Francis S. Randahl
- MEEMIC Educator Excellence
Award:
Elementary School: Kellie Bahri,
5th grade teacher at Quarton
Middle School: Mathew Brown,
Engineering Technology Teacher at
BCS
High School: Jennifer Hoinka,
Spanish Teacher at Groves
Congratulations to all of this
year’s BEA Teacher of the Year
nominees: Rebecca Daugherty,
Quarton; Julie Frishman, BCS;
Danny Pruzinsky, Pierce; Cathy
Reef, Beverly; Michelle Zibell,
Bingham; Christopher Emmi,
BCS; Denisse Jolokai, Berkshire;
Jennifer Wagner, BCS; Kathy
Westerlund, Derby; and Ken
Wilson, Derby.
Kudos also go to this year’s BEA
Friend of Education winner, Deputy
Superintendent Rachel Guinn.

A newsletter for Birmingham Public School staff members and retirees

Kudos to staff
Teacher of the Year nominee
Congratulations to Lisa Arnold, 2nd grade
teacher at Greenfield Elementary, as she was
nominated for Oakland County Teacher of the
Year. Lisa is an outstanding role model for the
Greenfield students, staff and families. She is
always reflecting on how she can be a better
educator for her students and meeting their needs
academically, socially and emotionally. Lisa
was hired in 1988 into the Birmingham Public
Schools and has had a lasting imprint on her
colleagues, students and families.

May/June 2019

Birmingham
Schools
Join us asPublic
we honor
this years retirees
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Doris Blair
Celebration
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and
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Karen
Daykin
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p.m.
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served.
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Laurie Olmsted
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Come honor our retirees!
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Happening around the

District
Groves-Berkshire Track Clinic

Groves track athletes welcomed Berkshire track athletes to teach field
events, hurdles,
sprints and
distance lessons
on Thursday,
April 11. The
partnership
was organized
by Berkshire
coaches Billy
Jackson and
Denisse Jolokai
and Groves coaches Brendan Flaherty and Jim Sherman and offered
students an opportunity to get to know one another and share in their
learning.
Addressing anxiety
BPS Elementary School Counselors Kelsey Arsenault, Gregorio
Cognetto, Laura
Herbert and Angela
Geisler have been
working to address
anxiety in our youngest
learners. On May 2,
Kelsey and Gregorio
presented to parents in
the community on K-5
anxiety, offering signs
and symptoms, healthy habits and coping strategies to take home. The
team stayed to provide more discussion for interested parents beyond the
presentation.
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BPS employee
discount
BPS
employees
receive
25% off
registration
for their
children on all BPS camps!
Summer Camps and
Programs begin June 17. Find
the camp schedule at
www.communityed.net
and receive your employee
discount by calling
248.203.3800.

On the calendar
Exploring Islam and Judaism:
An Interfaith Panel Discussion
Thursday, May 30, 2019
6:30-7:45 p.m.
BCS Library
Join us for a family and community
event that is open to all. Panelists
include students, educators and
parents from Birmingham Public
Schools, Imam Steve Mustapha
Elturk and Rabbi Jason Miller.
Come and participate in a
conversation about their faith and
the local and larger community.
Refreshments will be served.
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Happening around the

District
Hoosier the Service Dog

Laura Herbert, West Maple and Bingham Farms Counselor, traveled around
the District in appreciation of teachers and staff this month with Hoosier the
Therapy Dog. Hoosier is a 3-year-old certified therapy dog working in tandem
with Laura to provide emotional support, improve overall climate and participate
in small group lessons and activities.
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Happening around the

District
Art in BPS

District art teachers worked to decorate the halls of the BPS Education and
Administration Center with student artwork for the Senior Art Show on April
23 and the District Art Show on May 9. This year, seniors entering art programs
this fall were recognized with a Signing Ceremony during the Senior Art Show.
Students in the District Art Show were presented with certificates for their work
as they toured the halls with their families. Thank you to the BPS art teachers
that make this event possible each year: Deborah Bisso, Alethea Cierpial,
Ernest Fackler, Amy Darbym, Amanda Husband, Brian Hunter, Alana Wynes,
Aleksander Mitevski, Sarah Smith, Michaela McGrath, Michael Orlando,
Anthony Fink, Veronica Belf, Elizabeth Moyer and Kellie Vagts.
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Happening around

Beverly

Awareness at Beverly
A representative from the Oakland County Health Division presented their
Germ-Buster demonstration, showing the Kindergarten students the proper
method for washing hands. Using a “glo-light,” students were able to check
how well they wash.
Beverly fourth grade students had the chance to participate in a daylong workshop to raise awareness of the challenges of daily living for
individuals with disabilities. They rotated through various stations, such as
Fine Motor, Wheelchair, Braille and Speech & Hearing. They also completed
an Accessibility Checklist for the school building, experienced an Autism
Awareness presentation and
heard from a guests about the
challenges of daily living.
Finally, students helped
increase awareness and
acceptance around autism
spectrum disorders with a
Wear Blue day on Friday,
April 12.
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Happening around

Beverly

A.C.E.S.

League of Leading Ladies

Students at Beverly stayed active through A.C.E.S.
this month. Groves student athletes joined their
younger peers to encourage exercise and daily activity.
ACES - All Children Exercise Simultaneously
(ACES) Day was held on May 6 throughout the state.
The event was organized by PE teacher Josh Noyes.

The Beverly League of Leading Ladies wrapped up their
year with lessons around character and positivity. Led by school
social worker Brandi Jordan with help from Community
School Organizer Janice Hausman, fifth grade teacher
Mary Beth Pardington, psychologist Amy Wilson-Mohr
and principal Kim Vigneron, students had the opportunity to
practice their table manners, napkin folding and work together
to create a poster with supportive messages that will carry them
through the summer.
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Happening around

Beverly
Truckload of Books

Beverly Elementary School had a visit from Michigan Construction on
May 8 after teacher Nicholas Paholak was selected during the “Truckload
of Books” contest. Michigan Construction visited Paholak’s classroom to
deliver 14 books about construction, building, architecture and engineering.
A guest stayed to read a few of the selections and talk more about
construction in our state.
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Happening around

Bingham Farms

B’ham landmarks

From Early Birmingham,
Birmingham Community
Resources Workshop, MSU,
M. Kerwin Shoun

Service Squad

Saginaw Trail
(Woodward Ave.)

The Bingham Farms Service Squad enjoyed a great day at the Tigers
Game in late April. Service squads throughout the District headed to see the
Tigers in recognition of their work throughout the year. The Bingham Farms
trip was organized by Lori Pfershy, Stacy Gotz and Tonya Paige.

In 1701, when the French first
landed their canoes in Michigan,
the rail extended from the
Detroit River to the Indian
settlement at Saginaw, 92 miles
north. It was called the Saginaw
Trail.
In about 1824, the trail was
made a plank road from Detroit
to Pontiac. The toll was a cent
a mile for each horse. By 1890
the road was completely gravelsurfaced and used for the annual
bicycle races between Detroit
and Pontiac. With the increasing
number of automobiles,
Woodward as the trail had
been renamed, became in 1909,
one of the first concrete roads
in the world. But this narrow
highway became inadequate.
In 1923 the “Wider Woodward
Avenue” project began, resulting
in the present eight lane divided
highway.
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Happening around

Greenfield
Vocabulary Parade
On March 29, Greenfield held their
vocabulary parade, offering words and
their definitions as part of March is
Reading Month activities. The parade was
organized by Shelly Potter.
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Happening around

Pierce
Muffins with Mom

Pierce kindergarten students celebrated Muffins with Mom
for Mother’s Day this year on Friday, May 10. Organized by
kindergarten teacher Kristen Padgett, the event offered students an
opportunity to honor the special women in their lives with cards,
snacks and time together.
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Happening around

Quarton
Quarton Zoo

First grade students at Quarton held their Deep Learning Zoo on
Thursday, May 23. Led by teachers Alana Wynes, Elaine Allan,
Jennifer Wind and Kelli Lewis, students served as expert presenters on
a variety of animals.
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Happening around

Quarton
Math skills
Fifth grade students
at Quarton Elementary
practiced their order of
operations math skills
on patients on May
17. Binson’s Medical
Equipment donated
surgical gear to help
make the lesson more
authentic.

Nutrition lesson
Luisa Branstrom, Kitchen Manager at Quarton Elementary, arranged a day
of nutrition and student service for fifth grade students in April. Branstrom
collaborated with
Pattie Guck, Director
of Dining for BPS and
Holly Fields, Registered
Dietician and Assistant
Director of Dining at
BPS, to plan the activity.
Students were invited
into the kitchen and were
taught how to prepare
ingredients and how to
make (and later enjoy)
their own garden-fresh salsa. Students also participated in an environmental
activity. They planted milk carton gardens consisting of tomatoes, peppers &
cilantro.
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Quarton Service Day
Fifth grade Safety Patrol students
at Quarton headed out for a day at
Comerica Park in recognition of their
service on Thursday, April 11. The trip
was organized by Linda Sacket and
is an annual trip for students in the
Safety Program.
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Happening around

BCS
Salmon Release Day

BCS students celebrated another Salmon Release Day on Thursday,
May 16. This is the fifth salmon release since they began participating in
the DNR’s Salmon in the Classroom program. Raising Chinook Salmon
since November, students released them during the smolt phase of their life
cycle in the Clinton River. During this phase, their physiological change
enables them to imprint on their environment so that they can return to lay
eggs in about three years. They will spend time in the Clinton River before
eventually swimming their
way down into Lake Saint
Clair and Lake Erie first,
but will find their way back
to their natal river by scent.
The year-long program
is overseen by teachers
Erica Maliszewski and
Kimberlee Davis.
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Happening around

West Maple
Empathy Museum
Through NPDL work happening at West Maple Elementary School,
students celebrated a yearlong project with their culminating Empathy
Museum. Students in second
and fourth grades teamed
up to focus on a variety
of topics selected to teach
about empathy, including
homelessness, equity,
hunger and clean water.
Experts joined the students
earlier in the year to help
them begin their research,
and students met with
their teams throughout the year to develop the rest of their final projects.
Students created videos, designed artful prototypes and presented to parents
and staff on Thursday, May 16. The work was led by second and fourth
grade teachers Kevin Hall, Maria Broz, Bailee Balent, Josh Sammons,
Danielle Little, Mike VanDoornik, Madeleine Parthum and Laura Parker.
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Happening around

DiversiChampions
Derby
ASD Family Swim Night
Derby ASD PE teacher Jamie Witt organized their annual ASD Family
Swim Night on April 29. Jamie began the swim night five years ago, hoping
to give families a night of fun while sharing the progress of his students over
the course of the school year. Preston Alman, Derby paraprofessional and
classroom lifeguard, joined Jamie to help make the night a success.
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Board and Brush
discount
Board and Brush in Sylvan
Lake is offering $15
off workshops in honor
of public educators. To
receive the discount, enter
promo code BSD15OFF
when registering at www.
boardandbrush.com/
sylvanlake
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Happening around

Derby
Derby Teacher Appreciation

Parents and students throughout the District
recognized teachers and staff this month with
celebrations, lunches and gifts during Teacher
Appreciation Week. At Derby, PTA provided staff
with a luncheon and gift cards to thank them for their
work this year.
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Groves

DSO visit
Thanks to a grant from the Birmingham Education
Foundation, Groves students spent time with members
of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra on Monday, April 29.
Members of the DSO worked with students in 4th and 5th
hour orchestra classes. The opportunity was organized
by Paul Shawver, Director of Orchestras for Groves and
Berkshire.
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Happening around

Groves

Guest speaker at Groves
On Monday, April 29, Groves AP Spanish Language students learned from
exchange student Paloma Altava from the city of Castellon, Spain. Paloma
shared with students her experience adapting to American culture and taught
them about her life in Spain. Students were able to discuss similarities and
differences between cultures, including food, entertainment and family life.
The visit was arranged by Groves teacher Jen Hoinka.
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Happening around

Seaholm
AP Day
On Tuesday, April 23, Seaholm students traveled
to Detroit for Wayne State’s 18th annual Advanced
Placement Curriculum Enrichment Day. The event is
designed to give students, enrolled in AP courses, a
glimpse into college with sample lectures. Thank you
to Barb Harte, Seaholm Social Studies teacher, for
organizing the event.
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Happening in

high school
World robotics cometition
Congratulations to Birmingham’s Robotics team, Automation Nation. They
competed at the FIRST Robotics World Championship, held at Cobo Hall and
Ford Field in Detroit, April 25-27. They compiled a record of 8 wins against
only 2 losses, propelling them to 6th place out of 68 teams. Birmingham’s
alliance won their quarterfinal matchup, advancing to the division semi-finals,
where they lost to the number one seeded alliance. The team is led by teachers
Bernie Simms and Pat Hoover. For more information about FIRST Robotics
visit: https://www.firstinspires.org/

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION The Board of Education is committed to maintaining a learning/working environment in which all individuals are treated with dignity and respect, free from discrimination
and harassment. There will be no tolerance for discrimination or harassment on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, genetic information, disability or age. The
District prohibits harassment and other forms of discrimination whether occurring at school, on District property, in a District vehicle, or at any District related activity or event. The Superintendent will designate
compliance officers and develop and implement regulations for the reporting, investigation and resolution of complaints of discrimination or harassment. The following people have been designated to handle
inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Students - Inquiries related to discrimination on the basis of disability should be directed to: Executive Director of Special Education, 31301 Evergreen Road,
Beverly Hills, MI 48025, 248.203.3000. Direct all other inquiries related to discrimination to: Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources, 31301 Evergreen Road, Beverly Hills, MI 48025, 248.203.3000.

